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If  you  want  to  be  sure  about  the  quality  and  performance 
of  a  galenical,  you  need  to  know  something  about  its  background.  When 
you  buy  drugs  and  galenicals  from  Ransom's,  you  have  the  assurance  that  al 
the  Company's  products  conform  to  the  highest  possible  standards  of 
excellence.  With  over  a  century's  experience  behind  it,  the  name 
Ransom  is  synonymous  with  quality  throughout  the  world. 
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Actual  growers  of  Belladonna,  Henbane,  Peppermint.  Lavender,  Chamomile 


William  Ransom  &  Son  Ltd. 

Manufacturing  Chemists  and  Growers  of  Medicinal  Platits  for  over  a  Century 
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<§•  MACFARLAN  SMITH  LTD 
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TO  INDVSTHr 

Wheatfield  Road,  Edinburgh  EH11  2QA 

Telex  727271 
Telephone  031  -337  2434 
Telegrams  MECONIC  EDINBURGH 


Manufacturers  of  Bulk  Medicinal  Chemicals 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Industry. 


All  departments  of  Macfarlan  Smith  are  now  located 
in  Edinburgh  and  enquiries  for  quotations  and  other 


627 


Chemist 
&Druggist 

The  newsweekly  for  pharmacy 
10  May  1975  Vol.  203  No.  4963 
116th  year  of  publication 

Editor  Arthur  Wright,  FPS,  DBA 
Publisher  James  Lear 

Contents 


Comment  □  Another  voice 

627 

□  Referendum  aid 

627 

New  group  plans  to  unite  contractors 

629 

Piwmacisls'  help  sought  in  anti-barbiturate  campaign 

630 

£1,000  fine,  sentence,  for  "script  fraud"  chemist 

631 

The  Xrayser  Column:  Hygiene 

632 

Pharmacy  and  the  EEC — 1.  In  to  stay! 

636 

A  man  and  his  pharmacy:  D.  J.  Dalglish 

648 

Open  Shop:  My  latest  representatives? 

651 

Scottish  approach  on  "hospital-only"  invoicing 

652 

Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals  seeks  more  capital 

655 

Appointments  655 
Coming  Events  656 
Company  News  655 
Deaths  632 
Letters  652 
Market  News  656 
People  632 


News  in  Brief  632 
New  Products  638 
On  TV  Next  Week  647 
Postscripts  637 
Prescription  Specialities 
Trade  News  641 
Classified  Advertisements 


647 
657 


Published  Saturdays  by 
Benn  Brothers  Ltd 

25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 
Editorial  and  advertise- 
ment offices 

25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 
01-353  3212 


Subscription  Dept.  Lyon 
Tower,  125  High  Street, 
Colliers  Wood,  London  SW19 
2JN    01-542  8575 

Subscription  Home  and 
Overseas  £18  per  annum 
40p  per  copy  (by  post  50p) 


Contents  ©  Benn  Brothers  Ltd  1975. 
All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this 
publication  may  be  reproduced, 
stored  in  a  retrieval  system  or 
transmitted  in  any  form  or  by  anv 
means,  electronic,  mechanical, 
photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise 
without  the  prior  permission  of 
Benn  Brothers  Ltd. 


Regional  advertisement 
offices 

Midlands:  240-244  Stratford 
Rd,  Shirley,  Solihull,  Warwicks 
021  744  4427 

North  East:  Permanent  House, 
The  Headrow,  Leeds  LS1  8DF 
0532  452841 

Scottish:  74  Drymen  Road, 
Bearsden,  Glasgow 
041  942  2315 

North  West:  491  Chester  Road, 
Old  Trafford,  Manchester 
M16  9HF    061  872  5151 
West  Country  and  South  Wales: 
10  Badminton  Road,  Downend, 
Bristol  BS16  6BQ  0272  564827 


Comment 


Another  voice 


Member  Audit 
Bureau 

of  Circulations 


Do  pharmacists  need  yet  another  representative  body, 
particularly  chemist  contractors  in  the  National  Health 
Service?  Some  contractors  apparently  think  so,  and 
have  backed  their  belief  with  considerable  time  and 
investment,  finally  incorporating  Counterbalance  Ltd 
(also  known  as  the  Association  of  Chemist  Contractors) 
as  a  naw  channel  of  communication  between  contractors 
and  their  existing  organisations  and  the  public  (p629). 

Tne  response  from  contractors  asked  to  part  with 
another  £5  should  soon  show  if  the  organisers  are 
correct  in  their  assessment,  for  money,  as  they  readily 
admit,  is  fundamental  to  any  new  role  the  body  can 
perform.  Surveys,  public  relations  exercises,  inquiries 
into  proprietary  medicines — all  are  promised  and  all 
cost  a  great  deal  if  they  are  to  have  any  value  at  all. 

The  question  is  whether  contractors  lack  a  voice  at 
present,  through  area  committees,  through  Society 
branches  on  professional  matters,  through  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  for  example.  It  may  be 
considered  Dy  some  pharmacists  that  those 
organisations,  and  the  Central  NHS  Committee,  are 
not  fulfilling  their  roles  to  maximum  potential,  but 
Counterbalance  is  claiming  not  to  be  the  militant 
"ginger"  group  required  to  make  them  more  dynamic. 

The  Central  Committee  and  the  Society's  Council, 
when  they  make  their  responses  to  the  Counterbalance 
committee,  should  consider  making  it  clear  whether 
legal,  financial  or  other  restraints  hold  them  back  from 
performing  the  functions  proposed  for  the  new  body.  For 
example,  it  may  well  be  that  it  would  be  inappropriate 
for  any  "official"  NHS  organisation  to  co-ordinate 
certain  types  of  action  by  contractors. 

But  powers  of  inquiry  are  surely  not  outside  the 
functions  of  any  of  the  existing  organisations.  Inquiries 
which  do  not  produce  statistically  valid  data  are 
worthless  in  negotiations  with  Government  and  simply 
channelling  the  views  of  "activists"  might  prove 
counterproductive. 

However,  should  Counterbalance  succeed  in  attracting 
a  massive  majority  response  from  contractors,  one 
important  factor  would  divide  it  from  those  other 
organisations  it  seeks  to  support  and  influence — its 
membership  would  be  entirely  voluntary,  and  that  would 
weigh  in  its  favour  when  it  put  forward  views.  But  the 
new  body  must  be  judged  first  by  its  recruitment. 


Referendum  aid 

Subject  to  Parliament  completing  the  necessary 
legislation  UK  citizens  will  be  going  to  the  polls  on 
June  5  in  the  referendum  to  decide  whether  or  not 
membership  of  the  European  Economic  Community 
should  continue.  The  national  issues  are  being  given 
wide  publicity,  but  for  every  individual  there  may  be 
personal  factors  that  influence  the  decision  on  which 
way  to  vote.  To  help  pharmacists  take  account  of  the 
professional  issues  C&D  has  invited  two  contributors, 
one  pro-  and  one  anti-EEC.  to  make  their  case.  The  first 
article  appears  on  p636  and  it  will  be  followed  next 
week  by  an  opposing  view. 
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24  reasons  for  dispensing  Larodopa 


The  first  twenty-three 
are  money:  23 x  10p=£2.30 
-the  amount  you  save 
on  every  200  tablets 
dispensed  compared  with 
the  most  expensive  brand. 
Intact,  Larodopa  is  the 
most  economical  and  most 
frequently  prescribed  brand 
of  levodopa  tablets. 

The  twenty-fourth  reason 
is  that  Larodopa  is  available 
as  double-scored,  500mg 
tablets  only.  So  one  strength 
will  fill  all  your  levodopa 
tablet  prescriptions  and 
simplify  your  storage  problems. 

Larodopa 

Levodopa  at  the  lowest  price 


Further  information  is  available  on  request.  Roche  Products  Limited,  15  Manchester  Square,  London  W1M  6AP  J470027 
Larodopa  is  the  trade  mark  for  Roche  pharmaceutical  preparations  containing  levodopa. 
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Drugs  misuse: 
new  Bill's 
proposals 

The  Misuse  of  Drugs  Bill  1973,  published 
recently  by  the  Irish  Government,  contains 
provisions  similar  to  an  earlier  measure 
introduced  a  few  years  ago  by  a  previous 
government.  The  Bill  is  currently  the 
subject  of  discussion  between  represent- 
atives of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  and  the  Department  of  Health 
(see  overleaf). 

As  it  now  stands,  the  Bill  contains  new 
and  more  extensive  provisions  for  controll- 
ing the  production,  distribution  and  posses- 
sion of  certain  drugs  which  are  liable  to 
abuse.  It  would  provide  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act  1934,  which 
applies  control  over  the  import,  export, 
production,  possession  and  distribution  of 
narcotic  drugs  such  as  opium  and  its 
derivatives,  cocaine  and  cannabis,  and  the 
provisions  of  Section  78  of  the  Health  Act 
1970,  which  empowers  the  Minister  for 
Health  to  control  by  regulation  the  posses- 
sion of  other  categories  of  drugs  such  as 
LSD  and  amphetamines.  The  Bill  also 
provides  for  certain  amendments  of  the 
Poisons  Act,  1961,  and  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
1875  to  1962,  with  particular  reference  to 
powers  to  make  regulations  under  those 
Acts. 

Controlled  Drug  definition 

A  Controlled  Drug  is  denned  in  the  Bill 
as  being  any  substance,  product  or  pre- 
paration which  is  either  specified  in  the 
subsequent  Acfs  schedule  or  was  declared 
to  be  a  Controlled  Drug — the  Bill  would 
provide  that  the  Government  may:  declare 
other  substances  to  be  Controlled  Drugs, 
declare  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
should  cease  to  apply  to  a  particular  sub- 
stance, or  make  declaration  as  to  the 
classification  of  Controlled  Drugs. 

It  would  become  an  offence  for  any 
person  to  be  in  possession  of  a  Controlled 
Drug  unless  authorised  by  regulations,  and 
the  Minister  would  be  empowered  to  make 
such  regulations  enabling  certain  classes 
of  persons  to  have  such  drugs  in  their 
possession  in  specified  circumstances  or  for 
specified  purposes — the  regulations  would 
have  to  include  provision  authorising 
pharmacists,  doctors,  dentists,  veterinary 
surgeons,  etc  to  have  drugs  in  their  posses- 
sion for  the  purposes  of  their  profession  or 
business. 

Section  5  of  the  Bill  would  empower 
the  Minister  to  make  regulations  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  misuse  of 
Controlled  Drugs.  Such  regulations  could 
include  prohibiting  absolutely,  or  regulat- 
ing subject  to  any  conditions  or  any 
licence,  permit  or  other  form  of  authority 
as  may  be  specified  relating  to  the  manu- 
facture, production,  preparation,  import, 
export,    transportation,    sale    or  supply, 


offering  for  sale  or  supply  or  distribution 
of  such  drugs. 

The  Minister  would  also  be  able  to 
make  regulations:  governing  precautions 
to  be  taken  over  safe  custody  of  the  drugs; 
governing  record-keeping  and  furnishing 
of  information;  regulating  the  form  of 
issue  of  Controlled  Drug  prescriptions  and 
supply  on  such  prescriptions;  regulating 
or  controlling  the  packaging  and  labelling 
of  containers  of  such  drugs;  and  governing 
the  disposal  of  unwanted  stocks.  The 
regulations  would  have  to  include  provis- 
ion for  doctors,  dentists  and  veterinarians 
to  prescribe,  administer,  manufacture, 
compound  or  supply,  and  pharmacists  to 
manufacture,  compound  or  supply  a 
controlled  drug  However  the  Minister 
would  be  unable  to  authorise  registered 
druggists  to  keep  open  shop  for  the 
compounding  or  dispensing  of  medical 
prescriptions. 

Prohibition  provisions 

The  Minister  would  be  given  the  power 
to  issue  a  direction  to  a  pharmacist,  doctor, 
dentist  or  veterinary  surgeon,  who  had 
been  convicted  of  certain  offences  in  con- 
nection with  Controlled  Drugs,  prohibiting 
him  from  engaging  in  professional 
activities  in  relation  to  such  drugs,  the 
prohibited  activities  being  specified  in  the 
direction.  A  similar  direction  could  also 
be  issued  against  a  doctor,  dentist  or 
veterinary  surgeon  where  the  Minister 
believed  that  the  practitioner  had  been 
prescribing,  administering  or  supplying 
such  drugs  in  an  irresponsible  manner. 

Other  sections  of  the  Bill  include 
provisions  for: 

□  Restricting  any  particular  controlled 
drug  to  research  or  other  special  purpose 
and/or  subject  to  a  special  licence, 

□  Offences  to  include  possession  for  the 
purpose  of  unlawful  supply,  certain 
activities  relating  to  opium  (eg  possession 
of  smoking  utensils),  cultivating  cannabis 
or  opium  poppy  without  a  licence,  and 
occupiers  or  managers  of  premises,  vehicle 
or  vessel  knowingly  permitting  the  produc- 
tion, supply  and  possession  of  Controlled 
Drugs  and  smoking  of  cannabis  and  opium 
to  take  place  there; 

□  A  member  of  the  Garda  Siochana  or 
person  authorised  by  the  Minister  in 
writing  to  have  the  power  to  enter  and 
inspect  premises  of  manufacturers,  traders, 
etc,  and  require  the  production  of  records 
or  documents  relating  to  Controlled  Drugs 
— failure  to  produce  such  documents 
would  be  an  offence; 

□  "Custodial  treatment"  as  an  alternative 
to  imprisonment  in  appropriate  cases. 

The  Schedule  to  the  Bill  specifies  the 
drugs  controlled  under  the  Bill  and  classi- 
fies them,  according  to  their  relative 
harmfulness,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
provisions  relating  to  penalties  for  offences 
under  the  Bill. 

Misuse  of  Drugs  Bill.  1973,  Government 
Publications  Sales  Office,  GPO  Arcade, 
Dublin  (£010). 

Now  available 

Ovranette,  the  low  dose  oral  contraceptive 
marketed  by  Wyeth  Laboratories,  Hunter- 
combe  Lane  South,  Taplow,  Maidenhead, 
Berks,  is  being  launched  in  the  Republic 
of  Ireland  this  month  (£0  33  trade). 
Ovranette  contains  30  meg  ethinyloestradiol 
and  150  meg  d-norgestrel. 


Programme  for 

Centenary 

celebrations 

Provisional  arrangements  for  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland's  centenary 
celebrations  have  now  been  announced. 
The  celebrations  are  to  follow  the  pattern 
of  previous  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
gresses, and  will  be  held  at  the  Burlington 
Hotel,  Dublin. 

Participants  will  assemble  at  the  hotel 
on  Sunday,  October  12,  to  be  welcomed 
by  Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  the  Society's  president, 
to  a  social  event.  The  Congress  will  be 
officially  opened  the  following  morning 
with  an  ecumenical  service  at  Christ 
Church,  Leeson  Park,  and  an  introductory 
lecture  will  follow  coffee  later  that  morn- 
ing. The  Congress  Lecture  is  to  be 
delivered  at  3  pm  that  afternoon,  and  the 
Society's  annual  meeting  will  follow 
dinner  that  evening. 

On  October  14,  there  will  be  a  full 
programme  of  lectures  and  discussions, 
with  golf  and  other  social  activities  avail- 
able in  the  afternoon.  October  15  will 
comprise  lectures,  seminars,  group  discus- 
sions, etc,  during  both  morning  and 
afternoon.  The  banquet  will  take  place 
that  evening  and  is  due  to  be  attended  by 
representatives  of  Church,  State  and  the 
professions. 

Full  details  of  the  programme  are  to 
be  published  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
special  arrangements  are  planned  for  the 
entertainment  of  wives,  friends  and  rela- 
tives of  members  attending  the  Congress. 

FIP  bookings  'on  target' 

□  Advance  bookings  for  FIP's  35th 
International  Congress  of  Pharmaceutical 
Sciences,  also  to  be  held  at  the  Burlington 
Hotel,  Dublin,  September  1-5,  are  said  to 
be  "well  on  target."  The  provisional  pro- 
gramme and  other  details  may  be  obtained 
from  E.T.A.  Ltd,  44  Northumberland 
Road,  Dublin  4,  and  the  organisers  say  it 
would  greatly  expedite  their  work  if 
intending  participants  would  forward  their 
application  forms  as  soon  as  possible. 

Public  relations  firm 
appointed  by  Union 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union  has 
recently  retained  Public  Relations  Practi- 
tioners Ltd.  !  Holies  Street,  Dublin,  to 
assist  the  Union  in  its  public  relations 
programme.  Tr.is  follows  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Union's  subcommittee  on 
public  relations  that  the  services  of  such  a 
firm  should  be  retained.  The  objective  of 
the  programme  is  to  create  a  better  public 
awareness  of  the  role  of  pharmacists,  and 
to  improve  internal  Union  communications. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 


Further  meetings  sought 
on  EEC  directive 


The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  has  agreed  to  seek  further  meet- 
ings with  the  Minister  for  Health 
regarding  EEC  Directive  2  on  the  free- 
dom of  movement  of  medicinal  products 
and  the  qualifications  of  the  "responsible 
person"  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 
The  deputation  would  discuss  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  directive  and  express  the 
Society's  views  in  that  regard,  it  was 
decided  at  the  Council's  April  meeting. 

A  meeting  will  also  be  sought  with  the 
Minister  for  Education  to  request  him  to 
act  urgently  on  the  demand  for  a  four 
year  pharmacy  course  and  to  expedite 
the  School  of  Pharmacy's  move  to  Trinity 
College  Dublin. 

Minister's  letter 

The  decisions  were  taken  following  a 
letter  of  reply  from  the  Minister  for  Health 
on  the  Council's  concern  over  the  terms 
of  this  directive  and  the  position  of  Irish 
pharmacists.  The  Minister's  letter  read  in 
part:  "I  could  not  depart  from  the 
position  which  I  had  already  taken  which 
was  that  the  position  of  responsibility  in 
the  manufacture  of  proprietary  medicines 
should  not  be  restricted  to  pharmacists 
only.  I  have  taken  this  position  because: — 
(1)  the  pharmaceutical  industry  wishes  to 
have  flexibility  to  make  the  choice 
between  disciplines  dependent  upon  the 
nature  of  the  process  of  manufacture  in 
which  they  engage.  (2)  It  does  not  dis- 
advantage the  pharmacist  in  any  way  nor 
does  it  take  from  him  any  entitlement 
which  he  had  hitherto." 

Despite  the  Minister's  opinion  in  the 
letter  that  the  Society  had  been  fully  con- 
sulted before  Government  made  its 
decision  regarding  the  directive,  several 
Council  members  expressed  the  view  that 
the  Department  had  not  kept  the  Society 
sufficiently  informed  nor  taken  its  views 
into  full  consideration.  Mr  R.  J.  Semple 
felt  the  Government  had  not  given  the  co- 
operation necessary  and  that  pharmacy 
was  being  "absolutely  ignored." 

However,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
situation  would  be  altered  once  the  move 
to  Trinity  College  was  made,  and  the 
pharmacy  course  became  of  four  years' 
duration.  The  registrar,  Mr  J.  G.  Coleman, 
pointed  out  that  the  possibility  of  whether 
or  not  Irish  pharmacists  would  qualify  as 
"responsible  persons"  would  probably  not 
arise  until  the  1980s. 

Mr  J.  M.  Hillary  said  that  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  man-in-the-street,  the 
only  country  that  excluded  pharmacy  was 
Ireland  and  that  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Society.  He  felt  the  matter  should  be 
looked  into  further,  perhaps  through  the 
Dail  Secondary  Legislation  Committee. 

Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  the  Society's  president, 
said  that  while  the  situation  was  dis- 
appointing, "nevertheless,  facts  are  facts, 


but  how  the  directive  will  be  interpreted 
is  very  important."  He  proposed  that 
Council  should  seek  further  meetings  with 
the  Department. 

Arising  from  the  Law  Committee's 
Report,  Council  was  informed  of  the 
strong  measures  to  be  taken  in  cases 
where  drugs  were  being  distributed  in  un- 
authorised premises.  Miss  T.  Landers 
proposed  that  guidelines  should  be  laid 
down  on  what  steps  should  be  taken  by 
those  left  with  the  ownership  of  a  phar- 
macy on  the  death  of  a  qualified 
pharmacist. 

Council  agreed  to  endorse  the  continu- 
ation of  its  Joint  EEC  Committee  with 
the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union.  The 
Society's  representation  on  the  Committee, 
which  is  in  addition  to  its  own  EEC 
Committee,  is  to  be  increased  by  three. 

In  support  of  the  Joint  Committee,  Mr 
R.  J.  Power  expressed  the  view  that  its 
meetings  were  fruitful:  "For  the  first  time 
for  two  years  we  are  thinking  and  talking 
about  EEC."  He  felt  that  at  present  the 
question  of  education,  which  was  the 
Society's  responsibility,  was  very  impor- 
tant, but  in  future  other  areas — 
particularly  the  updating  of  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  and  status  of  community 
pharmacy — would  also  become  important. 
Both  the  Society  and  the  Union  had  a 
role  to  play  in  those  areas  through  the 
Joint  Committee.  Government  had  to  be 
made  aware  of  the  role  of  the  pharmacist 
and  the  impetus  should  be  continued  on 
the  definition  of  that  role.  "In  this  area 
the  joint  view  of  the  Society  and  the 
Union  is  more  effective,"  he  added. 

Council  agreed  that  a  letter  should  be 
written  once  again  to  the  Department  of 
Health  drawing  attention  to  the  stores  of 
unused  drugs  awaiting  the  collection 
promised. 

Advice  to  patients 

Mr  R.  J.  Butler  presented  a  report  of 
the  Practice  of  Pharmacy  Committee 
meeting  at  which  many  topics  had  been 
fruitfully  discussed,  including  pharmacists' 
responsibilities  in  giving  advice  to 
patients.  "The  whole  question  of  com- 
munity care  is  involved.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  prime  functions  of  a  pharmacist  is 
to  offer  service  in  the  community  area," 
he  said.  The  Committee  considered  that 
pharmacists  should  accept  the  responsi- 
bility of  giving  advice  and  it  was 
suggested  that  labels  should  be  printed 
advising  patients  of  the  likelihood  of  drug 
interaction. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  notices  should 
be  displayed  in  pharmacies  and  distributed 
tc  the  medical  and  dental  profession  and 
anyone  else  interested.  These,  the  Com- 
mittee felt,  should  come  from  the  Society 
but  should  be  financially  sponsored  by  the 
Department  of  Health. 


In  support  of  the  Committee's  findings, 
a  Council  member  suggested  that  if 
pharmacists  purported  to  be  responsible 
people,  they  should  be  so  and  should  not 
shirk  their  responsibilities.  Another  mem- 
ber suggested  that  an  assessment  of  new 
products  should  be  sent  out  to  pharma- 
cists by  the  Society  because  advice  given 
had  to  be  based  on  knowledge. 

Council  agreed  in  principle  to  the  Com- 
mittee's suggestions  and  the  matter  is  to 
be  taken  further  by  the  Committee. 
Approval  was  given  to  the  application 
form  prepared  by  the  Committee  for  use 
when  pharmacists  applied  for  restoration 
to  the  register  after  a  lapse  in  membership. 

Four  meetings  were  held  during 
February  and  March  1975  to  examine  the 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Bill  1973  and  to  decide 
on  any  proposals  for  its  amendment.  At 
a  final  meeting  in  March,  two  documents 
considered  were  a  memo  prepared  by  the 
Society's  staff  based  on  previous  discus- 
sions, and  a  draft  by  Mr  McGuinn,  which 
differed  in  certain  respects. 

The  chairman,  Mr.  M.  F.  Walsh,  sum- 
ming up  the  discussions,  said  there  was 
no  fundamental  disagreement  on  matters 
of  principle.  In  one  or  two  sections  it 
was  a  matter  of  judgment  which  form  of 
wording  was  more  appropriate.  He  would 
ask  Mr  Coleman  to  prepare  a  final 
memorandum  reconciling  as  far  as 
possible  all  the  views  expressed. 

Mr  Coleman  reported  that  he  and  Mr 
J.  Cahill,  assistant  registrar,  had  been  in- 
vited to  meet  officers  of  the  Department 
of  Health  confidentially  for  an  exchange 
of  views  on  the  Bill.  If  necessary,  a  for- 
mal meeting  between  representatives  of 
the  Society  and  of  the  Department  could 
be  arranged  later  to  resolve  any 
oustanding  problems. 

The  death  of  Miss  Ethel  Kelly,  MPSI, 
was  reported. 

Register  changes 

The  following  addresses  were  changed 
in  the  Society's  registers:  Mrs  Kathleen  M. 
Merlshan,  LPSI,  to  Kilcarne  Heights, 
Navan,  co  Meath;  Miss  Brigid  B.  O'Reilly, 
LPSI,  and  Miss  Margaret  S.  O'Reilly, 
MPSI,  to  20  Leopardstown  Grove, 
Blackroc,  co  Dublin;  Mr  Fionan  Harty, 
MPSI,  to  31  The  Mall,  Tralee,  co  Kerry; 
Mr  Thomas  Holly,  MPSI,  to  12  Larch- 
wood  Avenue,  Catherdavin  Heights, 
Limerick;  Mr  Timothy  Maher,  MPSI,  to 
1  Jubilee  Terrace,  Naas,  co  Kildare;  Mrs 
Agnes  V.  Murray,  Assistant,  to  50  Glad- 
stone Street,  Clonmel,  co  Tipperary;  Mrs 
Elizabeth  C.  O'Sullivan,  Assistant,  to 
"Glencoe",  Rathbawn  Drive,  Castlebar, 
co  Mayo;  Miss  Mary  E.  O'Connell, 
Assistant,  to  13  Main  Street,  Kinsale,  co 
Cork. 

The  following  were  elected  as  Members 
of  the  Society:  Brigid  M.  J.  McGrath, 
Richard  Hofler,  Michael  G.  Kieran, 
Maurice  O'Donoghue,  Julia  C.  Desmond. 
Francis  M.  Thornton,  Enniscorthy,  co 
Wexford,  and  Maighread  Sweeney, 
Thurles,  co  Tipperary,  were  nominated 
for  membership.  Mrs  Barbara  Mary  Hale 
(nee  Ellis),  Assistant,  and  Mrs  Philomena 
D.  Hartford  (nee  Bell),  Assistant,  were 
restored  to  the  register,  and  Mrs  Clare 
Judith  Lee  (nee  Burke),  MPSI,  was 
granted  change  of  name  in  the  register, 
her  marriage  certificate  having  been 
submitted. 
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New  group  plans  to 
unite  contractors 


Funds  and  time  will  be  the  two  keys  to 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  new  body 
designed  to  represent  the  interests  of 
chemist  contractors  in  England  and  Wales. 
Announced  last  week  in  a  circular  letter 
to  contractors,  the  organisation  Counter- 
balance Ltd,  is  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr  J.  Williams  who  told  the  C&D  that 
the  reason  many  other  representative 
bodies  had  flared  up  and  failed  was  lack 
of  money  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their 
objectives.  "We  feel  sure  that  Counter- 
balance will  have  a  significant  part  to 
play  in  the  moulding  of  the  pharmaceutical 
future  of  the  NHS,"  he  says. 

The  primary  aim  of  Counterbalance  is 
to  improve  communications  between  con- 
tractors, the  Central  NHS  Committee,  and 
area  contractors'  committees.  It  is  proposed 
to  canvass  the  views  of  both  contractors 
and  area  committees,  collating  them  for 
presentation,  together  with  the  Associa- 
tion's recommendations,  to  the  Central 
Committee  at  regular  intervals.  Area 
committees  will  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  express  and  debate  views  at  smaller 
conferences  organised  by  the  Association 
with  reports  from  these  meetings  being 
drawn  together  for  a  collective  report. 

The  organisers  say  they  already  have  an 
indication  from  contractors  that  this 
facility  is  required  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  information  obtained  will  be  a  useful 
contribution  to  the  Central  Committee's 
dossier  of  opinion,  and  provide  a  more 
up-to-date  and  "flowing"  backup  to  area 
committee  representatives  conferences. 

Mr  Williams  told  C&D  that  the 
organisers  had  hoped  originally  to  be  able 
to  use  the  title  "British  Pharmacies 
Association",  and  to  have  an  organisation 
along  the  lines  of  the  British  Medical 
Association.  This  hope  had  been  frustrated 
by  legal  problems — as  had  a  strong  wish 
to  represent  the  views  of  employees.  The 
Companies  Act  does  not  allow  the 
organisation  to  involve  itself  in  anything 
that  might  be  a  "trade  union"  activity. 

Cash  flow 

One  of  the  priorities  for  Counterbalance 
is  an  investigation  of  cash  flow.  Mr 
Williams  says  that  chemists  are  being 
chased  by  wholesalers  for  payment  by  the 
twenty-fifth  of  the  month,  with  cheques 
going  direct  rather  than  through  the  NPU 
clearing  house,  but  that  NHS  cheques  are 
not  being  cleared  until  into  the  following 
month.  The  tighter  credit  control  in  the 
industry  means  that  chemists  have  lost  a 
month's  working  capital  and  are  having 
difficulty  in  obtaining  overdrafts  to  cover 
the  period  between  payment  of  wholesalers 
and  receipt  of  the  NHS  cheque.  It  is 
proposed  to  gather  factual  evidence 
nationally,  to  assist  the  Central  NHS 
Committee  in  campaigning  for  payments 
to  be  brought  forward.  Mr  Idris  Hughes, 


secretary,  recognises  that  chemists  receive 
interest  on  the  NHS  money  outstanding 
but  says  it  is  no  use  if  money  is  not  in 
the  bank. 

The  4p  per  prescription  increase  to 
contractors  in  January  has  only  been  paid 
this  month,  said  Mr  Williams.  The  Pricing 
Bureaux  are  so  far  behind  with  producing 
final  figures  that  Counterbalance  believes 
there  should  be  an  investigation  into  the 
computer  pricing — "the  existing  procedure 
is  very  out-of-date  and  disintegrating". 

Another  aim  is  to  assist  contractors  to 
carry  out  their  responsibilities  as  custo- 
dians of  medicines  and  poisons  by  inquir- 
ing into  the  quality,  efficacy,  effectiveness 
and  packaging  of  proprietary  medicines 
which  are  "more  casually  and  widely" 
distributed.  But  a  prime  objective  is  to 
present  the  contractors'  case  to  the  public 
and  members  of  Parliament — plans  for  an 
immediate  campaign  have  been  delayed 
as  a  result  of  the  recent  award. 

The  first  meetings  for  setting  up  Counter- 
balance were  held  in  August  last  year,  and 
since  then  have  been  held  at  a  rate  of 
more  than  one  a  month.  Mr  Williams, 
chairman,  runs  a  High  Street  pharmacy 
plus  one  of  the  few  "purely  professional" 


Among  "politically  active"  independent 
contractors  contacted  by  C&D  this  week, 
few  had  great  hopes  for  Counterbalance's 
prospects.  Some  prefered  not  to  be  quoted 
by  name  until  their  ACCC  had  taken  a 
decision. 

Mr  R.  G.  Worby,  an  NPU  Executive 
representative  on  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee,  said: 
"The  new  project  is  interesting  and  is 
indicative  of  the  feeling  amongst  many 
contractors  that  our  lines  of  communi- 
cation are  insufficiently  developed.  The 
seven  originators  of  Counterbalance  are, 
without  question,  men  of  integrity  with  a 
genuine  desire  to  further  the  interests  of 
the  profession  in  general  and  of  general 
practice  pharmacists  in  particular. 

"It  is  perhaps  unfortunate,  therefore, 
that  an  organisation  intended  by  its 
originators  to  stimulate  participation  and 
liaison  amongst  contractors  should  be 
launched  in  a  period  in  which  the  Central 
Committee  itself  is  undertaking  far- 
reaching  internal  reorganisation,  extending 
its  own  communication  systems,  both 
within  and  outside  the  profession,  and 
when  considerable  improvements  in  NHS 
cash  flow  have  just  been  negotiated. 

"All  these  aims,  and  indeed  those  set 
out  in  the  Counterbalance  memorandum 
itself,  are  common  to  Counterbalance  and 
the  Central  Committee.  If,  despite  its 
inauspicious  moment  of  birth,  Counter- 
balance gains  widespread  support  it  will 


pharmacies,  and  is  an  area  chemist  con- 
tractor committee  member.  Mr  Idris 
Hughes,  secretary,  has  been  a  proprietor 
since  1964  and  has  two  businesses,  one 
predominantly  dispensing,  the  other  pre- 
dominantly counter  turnover.  He  was  on 
the  West  Herts  Pharmaceutical  Society 
branch  committee,  the  Herts  LPC,  the 
Executive  Council,  Herts  Home  Safety 
Committee  and  was  for  two  years  a 
member  of  Sir  Hugh  Linstead's  working 
party  on  the  NHS  contract.  Other  members 
of  the  committee  have  businesses  varying 
from  rural  practice  to  High  Street. 

Mr  Hughes  referred  to  last  week's  C&D 
Comment  on  the  contractors'  remunera- 
tion award  (p583).  He  said  the 
reference  to  "rank  and  file  contractors 
snapping  at  their  leaders'  heels  in  recent 
months,  urged  on  by  mounting  cash  flow 
difficulties  and  increasing  legislative 
burdens",  and  the  Central  Committee's 
need  to  'maintain  their  momentum" 
might  have  been  written  for  the  Counter- 
balance prospectus.  However,  the  "snap- 
ping at  heels"  must  be  conducted  in  an 
orderly  manner  and  it  was  that  co- 
ordination of  activity  that  Counterbalance 
could  undertake. 

The  pilot  committee  of  seven  members 
will  be  extended  to  twelve  and  invitations 
to  be  represented  have  gone  to  the  Central 
NHS  Committee  and  the  Company 
Chemists  Association.  Final  decisions  on 
activities  and  policy  will  be  taken  once 
there  is  a  full  representative  committee, 
says  Mr  Williams.  A  membership  fee  of 
£3  50  and  a  first  year  subscription  of  £1  50 
are  being  levied. 

Counterbalance  Ltd  is  at  12  Upper 
Marlborough  Road,  St.  Albans,  Herts  AL1 
3BN  (telephone  St.  Albans  59044). 


still  have  to  demonstrate  that  it  can 
successfully  promote  a  degree  of  liaison 
and  activity  greater  than  that  achieved  by 
the  new  one-year-old  area  chemist 
contractors  committees. 

"Any  development,  however,  which  has 
a  tendency  to  stimulate  and  focus  pharma- 
ceutical opinion  has  a  just  claim  to 
support  and  to  a  fair  crack  of  the  whip. 
Whatever  the  outcome,  we  should  be 
heartened  by  this  evidence  that  there  are 
amongst  us  men  of  principle  who  care 
deeply  enough  about  the  problems  of  their 
profession  to  invest  very  considerable 
amounts  of  time  and  of  their  own  money 
in  a  sincere  endeavour  to  galvanise  their 
colleagues  into  concerted  action." 

Dangers? 

An  area  secretary  said  there  could  be 
"dangers"  in  the  new  organisation.  It 
could  turn  out  to  be  undemocratic — 
elections  would  take  place  at  a  general 
meeting,  presumably  at  a  place  convenient 
for  the  existing  management  committee, 
rather  than  a  postal  ballot.  It  might  also 
undermine  the  authority  of  the  central 
committee — if  Counterbalance  took  an 
opposing  view  to  the  Committee,  which 
view  would  the  Department  of  Health 
accept?  Although  he  supported  the  aims 
of  the  organisation,  he  felt  they  could  be 
achieved  by  the  present  ACCC  structure 
which  had  only  had  a  year's  operation. 

Comment,  p627;  Open  Shop,  p65i 


Doubts  about  role  and  prospects 
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Anti-barbiturate  campaign  to 
seek  pharmacists'  help 


CURB — the  Campaign  on  the  Use  and 
Restriction  of  Barbiturates — set  up  recently 
by  the  Advisory  Council  on  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs,  is  hoping  to  write  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  soon  to  enlist  the 
co-operation  of  pharmacists. 

The  group  of  eight  doctors  aims  to  cut 
barbiturate  prescribing  by  writing  papers 
in  the  medical  Press  and  giving  talks  to 
doctors  to  bring  them  up  to  date  with 
current  theories  on  sleep  and  the  use  of 
tranquillisers.  It  is  hoped  that  eventually 
articles  will  appear  in  the  lay  Press 
explaining  the  hazards  of  these  drugs  and 
why  doctors  are  going  to  be  less  willing 
to  prescribe  them. 

Dr  John  Bennett,  chairman,  explained 
to  C&D  that  CURB  was  concerned  with 
three  main  problems  of  barbiturates — 
their  risk  of  habituation,  their  use  in 
suicides  and  their  misuse  by  young  people. 
Many  doctors  had  already  ceased  using 
barbiturates  as  hypnotics  as  they  felt  such 
drugs  were  non-essential,  he  added. 

The  campaign's  headquarters  are  at 
Tavistock  House  North,  Tavistock  Square, 
London  WC1. 

Drug  tests:  Japanese 
visits 

Officials  of  the  Japanese  Ministry  of 
Health  and  Welfare  recently  held  discus- 
sions with  the  Department  of  Health  on 
the  licensing  of  pharmaceutical  products 
and  assessment  of  their  safety,  quality  and 
efficiency. 

It  was  agreed  that  genetic  and  ethnic 
differences  may  result  in  the  same  medi- 
cine producing  different  responses  in 
human  use,  so  where  systems  of  medical 
practice  differed,  it  might  be  necessary  for 
clinical  trials  on  humans  to  be  repeated. 
It  was  recognised  that  properly  conducted 
animal  experiments  should  produce  the 
same  results  in  whichever  country  they 
were  undertaken,  and  that,  provided  a 
licensing  authority  was  satisfied  there 
were  no  scientific  reasons  why  they  should 
need  to  be  repeated.  The  Japanese  dele- 
gation said  that,  in  the  absence  of  full 
information  as  to  the  conditions  under 
which  trials  were  conducted,  and  because 
of  different  social  circumstances,  it  might 
be  necessary  to  repeat  parts  of  these  tests. 

Condom  standard  agreed 

A  draft  standard  for  mechanical  contracep- 
tives has  been  agreed  by  1 1  countries 
including  the  UK.  The  planning  committee 
of  the  International  Organisation  for 
Standardisation  (C&D,  May  25,  1974, 
p646)  is  now  circulating  a  series  of  tests 
for  condoms  for  worldwide  consideration. 

Standards  will  be  laid  down  for  tests  for 
defects,  sampling  procedures,  material 
specifications,  packaging,  labelling,  storage 


and  certification,  and  the  appliances  in- 
volved will  be  condoms,  vaginal  barriers 
and  intra-uterine  devices.  Responsibility 
lor  oral  contraceptives  and  other  chemical 
preparations  will  continue  to  rest  with  the 
World  Health  Organisation's  Work  on  an 
International  Pharmacopeia. 

NCT  delegates  back 
'protest'  motion 

"Desperate  frustration,"  with  delegates 
anxious  for  some  sign  of  real  action  was 
how  Mr  L.  Seeney,  secretary,  National 
Chamber  of  Trade,  summed  up  the  mood 
of  this  week's  NCT  annual  conference. 

A  series  of  "protest"  motions  were 
passed  almost  without  discussion  as  all 
delegates  were  basically  in  agreement. 
The  meeting: 

□  called  on  the  Government  to  give  an 


A  new  technique  for  separating  unstable 
compounds  which  are  chemically  similar 
with  in  a  matter  of  hours  has  been  de- 
veloped at  the  National  Institute  for 
Medical  Research,  Mill  Hill,  London. 

The  technique — using  a  "coil  planet 
centrifuge" — was  demonstrated  at  a  special 
Press  visit  on  Monday  to  mark  the 
Institute's  25th  anniversary  at  Mill  Hill. 
Using  an  American  idea,  Dr  I.  A. 
Sutherland,  engineering  department, 
NIMR,  and  Dr  J.  Lightbrown,  a  researcher 
in  antibiotics,  developed  the  technique  to 
separate  unstable  polyene  antibiotics,  eg 
candicidin  and  trichomycin,  in  about  two 
hours  rather  than  the  two  days  required 
under  other  techniques.  A  variant  of 
counter-current  chromatography,  the  tech- 
nique involves  the  heavier  solvent  phase 
being  held  in  a  series  of  helical  coils 
which  are  spun  in  a  planetary  fashion.  The 
lighter  solvent  phase,  containing  the 
sample  to  be  separated,  is  pumped  through 
the  columns  and  holds  the  heavier  phase 
in  position  by  preventing  it  from 
"spiralling  up"  during  spinning. 

Other  research  currently  being  under- 
taken at  the  Institute  includes: 

□  Investigations  of  the  primary  structure 
of  the  haemagglutinin  of  the  influenza 
virus  "coat"  has  shown  few  differences 
between  the  important  subunits  in  dif- 
ferent strains,  and  researchers  are  now 
attempting  to  relate  the  virus'  antigenic 
properties  to  specific  sites  on  these 
subunits. 

□  The  Institute  is  trying  to  devise  a 
method  of  eulturing  malaria  parasites 
prior  to  attempting  to  obtain  a  vaccine 
against  the  disease. 

□  A  three  dimensional  model  of  the  pro- 
hormone  proinsulin   has   been  produced 


assurance  that  capital  transfer  tax  would 
not  be  applied  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent 
the  children  of  a  business  owner  carrying 
on  that  business; 

□  deplored  the  ever-increasing  burden  on 
business  caused  by  Government  form- 
filling,  calling  for  a  reduction  in  that 
requirement; 

On  the  latter,  Mr  Seeney  announced  to 
delegates  that  a  working  party  had  been 
set  up  to  discuss  this  and  would  present 
its  ideas  at  an  NCT  meeting  on  May  15. 

However  a  number  of  other  motions 
calling  for  a  more  militant  action  by  NCT 
were  defeated. 

Conservatives  seek  tax 
relief  for  self-employed 

The  Conservative  Party  is  to  fight  for  tax 
concessions  for  self-employed  people. 

Sir  Geoffrey  Howe,  the  shadow  Chan- 
cellor has  issued  a  statement  saying  that 
in  debates  on  the  Finance  Bill  they  would 
try  to  secure  tax  relief  for  the  self- 
employed  on  the  increased  National 
Insurance  contributions.  They  would  also 
challenge  clauses  41  and  42  of  the  Bill 
which  would  change  the  right  of  a  self- 
employed  person  to  challenge  his  income 
tax  assessment:  the  taxpayer  would  have 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  tax  claimed 
before  being  able  to  challenge  the 
inspector's  assessment. 


following  the  determination  of  the  C- 
peptide  link  between  the  two  insulin  chains 
in  the  prohormone — the  active  site  of 
insulin  is  masked  by  the  C-peptide,  which 
explains  why  the  prohormone  is  inactive. 


The  coil  planet  centrifuge 
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Fine,  sentence 
for  'script 
fraud'  chemist 


Mr  H.  R.  Eyre,  FPS,  Bickley,  Kent,  was 
fined  a  total  of  £1,000  and  give  an  18 
month  concurrent  prison  term,  suspended 
for  two  years,  at  the  Old  Bailey  on 
Tuesday  on  each  of  21  charges  of  forging 
and  altering  prescriptions  and  obtaining 
cash  from  the  health  service. 

Mr  Eyre,  who  had  admitted  the  offences 
(last  week  p587),  took  over  his  shop  as 
a  derelict  business  in  1964,  said  Mr  R. 
S.  Simpson,  QC,  defending.  Counsel  added 
that  the  defendant  had  made  no  profit 
from  the  fraud  and  had  now  lost 
everything. 

Asked  if  he  had  anything  to  say,  Mr 
Eyre  replied:  "Only  that  I  am  very  sorry." 
The  Common  Sergeant,  Mr  M.  Griffiths- 
Jones,  told  hirn:  "This  was  a  serious  fraud 
continued  over  a  length  of  time  ...  It  is 
only  because  of  the  exceptional  circum- 
stances of  this  case  that  I  feel  justified  in 
taking  a  lenient  course." 

Earlier,  Dr  E.  Cowan,  a  Sidcup  general 
practitioner  who  had  a  surgery  50  yards 
away  from  Mr  Eyres  shop  at  Sherwood 
Park  Avenue.  Bexley,  had  been  cleared 
of  charges  of  defrauding  the  NHS.  He 
had  denied  12  charges  of  forging  and  alter- 
ing NHS  prescriptions  and  obtaining 
money  from  the  NHS  with  intent  to 
defraud.  It  was  alleged  that  in  six  months 
some  500  forged  prescriptions  were  used 
to  buy  cash-and-carry  goods,  perfume, 
toilet  soap  and  toothpaste  from  Mr  Eyre. 

Prosecuting,  Mr  D.  Spencer  alleged  the 
prescriptions  were  made  out  in  the  name 
of  Dr  Cowan's  patients,  but  the  items  set 
out  on  the  forms  never  went  to  the  patients 
named.  But  Dr  Cowan  maintained  he  had 
arranged  with  Mr  Eyre  that  medicines 
should  be  supplied  to  regular  patients 
while  he  was  away  for  weekends  or  on 
holiday. 

Dr  Cowan  said  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
leaving  between  six  and  12  blank  prescrip- 
tion forms  with  Mr  Eyre,  which  he  would 
sign  on  his  return.  He  said  he  rarely 
checked  the  forms  he  signed,  adding:  "I 
trusted  the  man  implicitly  and  I  was 
normally  rushing  to  surgery." 

The  court  was  told  that  another  general 
practitioner,  who  had  been  charged  with 
similar  offences,  had  died  before  his  trial. 

I\ll  claim  on  coding  of 
prescriptions 

The  Northern  Ireland  Pharmaceutical 
Contractors  Committee  is  currently  pre- 
paring a  claim  for  increased  payment  for 
coding  prescriptions.  The  present  fee — 
0  3p  per  item — was  determined  in  1970. 
Since  then,  the  Committee  points  out,  costs 
have  risen  steeply  and  the  claim  will  reflect 
those  increases. 
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Rally  driver 
Jean  Denton 
(left)  and 
co-driver  Carolyn 
Hill,  hold  their 
"Listerine  bear" 
mascot  given  to 
them  by  their 
sponsors.  Richard 
Hudnut  Ltd,  in 
the  Autosport/ 
Castrol 

Championship 
(see  p641 ) 


'Guidelines'  needed  on 
testing  lens  solutions 

Clear  guidelines  need  to  be  given  on  the 
method  of  assessment  of  antimicrobial 
efficiency  of  contact  lens  solutions  so 
that  different  laboratories  may  produce 
comparable  results  when  testing  the 
same  product. 

This  recommendation  is  given  by  Dr  D. 
J.  G.  Davies  and  Professor  D.  A.  Norton, 
School  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharmacology. 
University  of  Bath,  in  the  May  issue. 
Journal  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharmacology. 
They  were  replying  to  a  letter  from  R.  M. 
E.  Richards,  Department  of  Pharmacy, 
University  of  Rhodesia,  whose  evaluations 
of  the  antipseudomonal  activity  of  con- 
tact lens  solutions  differed  from  their's 
(C&D,  November  16,  1974,  p688)  when  a 
different  method  of  washing  cell 
suspension  was  used. 

The  Bath  researchers  go  on  to  suggest 
that  the  challenge  test  should  be  based  on 
a  knowledge  of  the  danger  to  the  patient 
following  use  of  a  contaminated  solution. 
Whereas  the  BP  states  the  expected 
efficiency  of  bactericides  in  injections,  no 
guidance  for  other  preserved  preparations 
exist.  They  recommend  that  a  survey  into 
the  incidence  of  eye  infections  among 
contact  lens  wearers  should  be  carried  out, 
with  perhaps  an  international  conference 
to  discuss  what  level  of  antimicrobial 
efficiency  can  be  expected  from  different 
medicaments  and  how  uniformity  of 
testing  can  be  achieved. 

Increased  prices  due  to 
labour  not  profits 

Manufacturers'  and  distributors'  profits 
are  not  in  general  contributing  to  in- 
creased prices,  according  to  the  Price 
Commission's  quarterly  report.  December 
1974-  February  1975  (HM  Stationery 
Office.  HC  343,  £0  95). 

If  profit  margins  had  been  maintained 
at  the  level  of  a  year  ago,  prices  would 
have  gone  up  more  than  they  have.  The 
report  concludes  that  the  main  factor 
causing  prices  to  rise  is  rising  labour  costs. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1974.  net  profit 
margins  for  category  I  manufacturing  and 
service  companies  were  50  2  per  cent  of 
reference  levels  and  for  category  II  57  8 
per  cent  compared  with  7 14  per  cent  and 
65  per  cent  a  year  earlier. 

For  distributors,  net  profit  margins  in 


the  fourth  quarter  of  1974  were  75  3  per 
cent  of  reference  levels  compared  with 
58  8  per  cent  in  the  third  quarter  but  this 
apparent  recovery  reflected  peak  Christ- 
mas trading.  The  net  profit  margin  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1973  was  94  5  per  cent. 

'Which?'  on  EEC  and 
'cold  cocktails' 

Which?  this  month  reviews  some  Common 
Market  legislation  which  could  affect  the 
consumer  if  Britain  remains  in  the  EEC. 

Drug  manufacturers  would  have  to 
comply  with  labelling  requirements  and 
would  need  a  licence  to  make  or  market 
new  medicines,  a  situation  "already  met 
by  existing  UK  legislation — except  for 
labelling  requirements,  which  are  coming 
soon." 

On  cosmetics,  the  report  says  that  a 
Directive  nearing  completion  will  bar 
certain  ingredients  and  require  cosmetics 
containing  known  sensitisers  to  declare 
them  and  carry  a  warning  with  instruc- 
tions to  carry  out  a  skin  test  before  using. 
Manufacturers  of  prepacked  goods  would 
have  to  state  the  average  weight  or 
volume  of  the  goods,  instead  of  the 
minimum,  and  another  preliminary  draft 
would  set  out  ranges  of  standard  quan- 
tities for  certain  products,  eg  toothpaste, 
toilet  soap. 

□  A  further  article  in  Which?  gives  advice 
to  "steer  clear"  of  Beecham's  Mac  Night 
Nurse  and  Richardson-Merrell's  Medinite. 
"You  could  easily  have  a  cold  that  didn't 
have  all  the  symptoms  these  medicines 
claim  to  treat  .  .  .  you  may  well  be  treat- 
ing yourself  with  quite  powerful  drugs 
you  don't  need.  Then  there's  the  possibility 
that  you  come  to  depend  on  their  sedative 
action  to  get  you  to  sleep."  The  report 
recommends  sticking  to  inhalations,  sooth- 
ing drinks  etc  and  "standard  preparations" 
such  as  pholcodine  linctus  and  paracet- 
amol if  medication  is  needed  for  a  cold. 

Promotion  cuts  faced 
by  industry? 

The  Government  has  proposed  that  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  should  cut  its 
promotional  expenditure  on  drugs  to  10 
per  cent  of  gross  turnover.  The  expendi- 
ture at  present  is  about  14  per  cent.  It  is 
believed  that  the  industry  is  considering 
the  proposals  and  will  be  responding 
accordingly. 
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People 


Mr  A.  Robertson,  MPS,  has  been  granted 
the  freedom  of  Hamilton,  Scotland.  As 
the  town's  last  provost,  he  received  an 
ornamental  casket  and  scroll,  the  work  of 
local  craftsmen. 

Mr  Dave  H.  O.  Gemmell,  BL,  FPS,  DBA, 

a  senior  lecturer  in  the  department  of 
pharmaceutical  technology,  University  of 
Strathclyde,  is  retiring.  Mr  Gemmell 
qualified  as  a  pharmacist  in  1936  and  is  a 
former  chairman  of  the  Glasgow  and  West 
of  Scotland  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Deaths 

Johnson:  On  May  2.  Mrs  Annie  Margaret 
Cooke  Johnson,  MPS,  112  Clevedon  Road, 
Glasgow.  Mrs  Johnson  qualified  in  1919. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  Food  Additives  and  Contaminants 
Committee,  after  consultation  with  the 
toxicity  subcommittee,  has  recommended 
that  Orange  RN  should  be  removed  from 
the  permitted  iist  of  food  colours  from 
January  1,  1976. 

□  The  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Depart- 
ment have  approved  an  increase  in  mileage 
allowance  for  pharmacists  who  use  their 
own  cars  to  attend  approved  postgraduate 
courses.  The  increase  is  in  two  stages:  to 
3  lp  a  mile  from  January  1,  1975,  and  3  2p 
from  March  1,  1975. 

□  The  Department  of  Health  and  the 
Welsh  Office  have  now  published  PH 
circular  No  55  which  sets  out  the  revised 
salary  scales  for  NHS  pharmaceutical 
officers  and  hospital  pharmacists  from 
January  1,  1975.  The  revised  London 
weighting,  annual  leave  and  lecture  fees 
are  also  given. 

D  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  medical 
division,  Ravens  Lane,  Berkhamsted,  Herts, 
have  introduced  an  improved  A-rilvax 
yellow  fever  vaccine  BP  (17D  strain) 
which  is  stable  between  0°-8"C  and  need 
not  be  kept  under  deep  frozen  conditions. 
In  the  UK,  yellow  fever  vaccine  is  admin- 
istered only  at  special  centres  designated 
by  the  Department  of  Health. 

□  The  Medicines  (Applications  for  Pro- 
duct Licences  and  Clinical  Trial  and 
Annual  Test  Certificates)  Amendment 
Regulations  1975  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
SI  No  681)  amend  the  Medicines  (Applica- 
tions for  Product  Licences  and  Clinical 
Trial  and  Annual  Test  Certificates)  Regula- 
tions 1971  to  allow  the  licensing  authority 
to  accept  applications  in  less  detail  than 
previously  necessary. 

□  Coronary  heart  disease  death  rates 
were  no  lower  among  people  who  took 
aspirin  frequently  than  those  who  did  not 
do  so,  according  to  an  article  in  last 
week's  British  Medical  Journal.  Workers 
at  the  Department  of  Epidemiology  and 
Statistical  Research,  American  Cancer 
Society,  New  York,  studied  questionnaires 
from  over  lm  men  and  women  and  traced 
their  progress  for  up  to  six  years. 


Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 

Hygiene 

I  can't  make  up  my  mind,  on  reading  your  personal  hygiene  supplement, 
if  its  contents  indicate  that  we  are  cleaner  than  we  used  to  be — or  dirtier. 
If  the  latter,  are  we  only  striving  after  cleanliness,  with  the  wholehearted 
connivance  of  the  manufacturers  of  a  whole  range  of  products  which  don't 
seem  to  miss  much  between  the  crown  of  the  head  and  the  tip  of  the  toe? 
And  far  from  being  conquered,  it  appears  from  one  of  the  feature  articles 
that  head  and  hair  infestations  present  endless  problems.  Times  have 
changed,  and  treatments  with  them,  and  what  was  done  in  Stuart  times 
with  the  highly  decorative,  if  insanitary,  wigs,  I  know  not.  But  in  my  early 
days  in  pharmacy  a  varied  selection  of  small-tooth  combs,  with  the  neatest 
little  symbol  of  an  elephant,  was  to  be  found  in  all  pharmacies. 

Your  contributor  states  that  previously  accepted  forms  of  treatment 
are  no  longer  efficacious,  but  I  suspect  he  is  not  going  quite  so  far  back  as 
some  of  your  older  readers  can.  There  was — though  I  no  longer  see  it 
listed — what  was  frequently,  and  it  seemed  to  me  accurately,  described  as 
"Harrison's  Promenade",  with  its  suggestion  of  marching  up  and  down 
again,  and  there  was  a  varied  selection  of  items  for  home  use,  some  made 
in  the  pharmacy  and  others  prepared  in  the  scullery.  There  was  a  decoction 
made  from  the  dried  ripe  seeds  of  Delphinium  staphisagria  (characters, 
according  to  the  1914  BP,  "irregularly  triangular  or  obscurely  quadrangular, 
arched,  blackish-brown  when  fresh,  but  becoming  dull,  greyish-brown  on 
keeping  ...  no  marked  odour;  taste  nauseous,  bitter  and  acrid").  Then 
there  was  quassia,  again  made  into  a  decoction. 

But  there  was  one  treatment  of  which  no  one  could  say  it  had  no 
marked  odour,  and  that  was  oil  of  sassafras.  It  is  described  in  an  old 
dispensary  as  "fragrant",  but  I  imagine  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  What 
I  chiefly  recall  is  that  if  I  had  an  engagement  which  necessitated  my  going 
straight  from  the  pharmacy,  the  last  customer  always  wanted  sassafras  oil, 
and  I  inevitably  carried  the  fragrance  with  me  and  quite  nice  people 
seemed  to  avoid  me. 

Containers 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  for  the  cautious  approach  it  is  surely  in  relation  to 
child-resistant  containers.  Apart  from  the  need  for  "urgent  steps",  in  the 
words  of  Dr  David  Owen  (Minister  of  State,  Department  of  Health),  there  is 
the  vitally  important  question  of  ensuring  adequate  supplies  before  any 
regulations  are  embarked  upon.  It  is  not  long  since  we  were  having  to  urge 
the  public  to  return  usuable  containers,  for  the  standard  tablet  bottle  was 
virtually  unobtainable  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  even  although  the 
manufacturers  had  been  "geared"  to  production  over  many  years.  It  would 
be  a  pity  if,  as  happened  with  the  metric  bottles  for  liquid  medicines, 
supplies  were  initially  unobtainable,  particularly  if,  as  seems  likely,  a  great 
deal  of  advance  publicity  is  given  to  the  innovation. 

False  security 

The  Central  NHS  Contractors  Committee  is  right  in  stressing  that 
nothing  should  be  done  to  detract  from  the  effectiveness  of  current  publicity 
about  the  safe  keeping  of  medicines,  for  that  is  where  the  ultimate  safety 
lies.  A  limited  use  of  safety  containers  could  very  easily  lead  to  a  sense  of 
false  security  under  which  the  carefully  fostered  precautions  could  be 
relaxed.  There  is  nothing  so  effective  as  a  drug  cupboard  kept  locked — 
except  perhaps  in  the  pharmacy  itself,  where  its  presence,  in  bright  and 
shining  white,  seems  to  be  an  irresistible  attraction  to  the  casual  intruder. 
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1975. 

An  even  more  demanding  year 
for  Agfa  than 1974. 


Judging  by  our  sales  successes  in  the 
past  year,  1975  will  see  an  even  greater 
demand  for  our  products. 

To  help  persuade  customers  into  your 
shop  we're  running  a  hefty  advertising 
campaign  in  both  the  national  press  and 
in  photographic  magazines. 

We'll  be  telling  your  public  about  the 
unique  qualities  of  our  colour  print  film, 
colour  slide  film  and  cine  film. 

And  we'll  be  introducing  our  new 
super-fast  reversal  film,  Agfacolor  CT21. 


^CHR°pER8 


We'll  also  be  advertising  the  fact  that 
there's  now  a  full  range  of  Agfamatic  Pocket 
Cameras.  And  we'll  be  explaining  the 
distinctive  and  unique  virtues  of  our  Sensor 
shutter  release  and  Repitomatic  action. 

All  in  all  1975  should  add  up  to  a  pretty 
demanding  and  profitable  year  for  you. 

Providing,  that  is,  that  you  have  a  good 
stock  of  Agfa. 

Sell  with  confidence -sell  Agfa. 
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AGFA-GEVAERT 


Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd.,  27  Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9 AX. 

Tel:  01-560  2131. 
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Vichy,  bufopes  leading  skin  care 
L    Available  only  through  pharmacies.  J 
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iND  BORDER  AS  IT  DID  IN  LONDON? 


When  Vichy  advertised  on  television  in  London 
during  February,  sales  trebled.  What's  more  they've 
stayed  there.  So  on  May  12th,  Vichy  are  extending 
this  campaign  to  the  Southern  and  Border  T.V 
regions  and  they  expect  a  similar  uplift  in  sales. 

So  if  your  pharmacy  is  in  either  of  these  regions, 
take  advantage  of  a  proven  profit  opportunity  and 
start  stocking  the  Vichy  range. 

VICHY  SKIN  CARE 

dermopharmaceutical  preparations 

Call  AlanRundle  on  01-492  0265  for  an  appointment 
with  vour  Vichv  representative. 
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Made  by  pharmacists, 
sold  only  in  pharmacies. 


636    Chemist  &  Druggist 

Pharmacy  and  the  referendum — 1 


10  May  1975 


The  EEC — in  to  stay! 

by  W.  A.  G.  Kneale,  MPS,  EEC  liaison  secretary  and  local  organisations  officer, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union 


1  am  for  staying  in  the  EEC  for  the  simple 
reason  that  we  arc  Europeans. 

We  belong  to  one  of  the  most  civilised 
areas  of  the  world.  We  have  grown  up 
side  by  side.  Although  at  times  we  have 
quarrelled  and  fought,  in  recent  years  we 
have  grown  close  to  each  other  in  the 
pursuit  of  peace.  We  are  learning  to  thrash 
out  differences  around  a  table.  War  bet- 
ween us  again  has  become  impossible. 
This  is  an  enormously  important  develop- 
ment in  Europe. 

In  the  EEC,  nine  very  different  nations 
are  becoming  a  stabilising  community  of 
250  million  people  who  are  free  to  move, 
live  and  work  as  and  where  they  choose. 
We  in  pharmacy  are  a  part  of  this. 
Basically,  we  practise  our  profession  in  the 
same  way  in  each  country.  We  study  in 
similar  universities;  we  manufacture  and 
dispense  the  same  medicines;  we  are 
dedicated  to  the  same  professional  ideals. 

Pharmacy  is  international 

My  introduction  to  international  pharmacy 
came  during  and  after  the  war,  when  I 
worked  on  Dutch,  French  and  British 
troop-carrying  liners,  including  the  old 
Queen  Elizabeth.  I  was  soon  aware  that 
sickness  had  no  nationality.  Nor  did  it 
take  me  long  to  learn  to  dispense 
medicines  from  bottles  labelled  in  Dutch 
or  French,  as  well  as  the  pharmaceutical 
Latin  to  which  I  was  accustomed.  The 
urgency  and  danger  of  the  situation  we 
were  in  was  a  strong  incentive  to  overcome 
language  barriers. 

My  work  took  me  into  many  hospitals 
and  pharmacies  all  round  Africa  and  the 
Mediterranean,  in  India,  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  on  the  European 
continent.  For  many  years  after  the  war 
I  worked  in  Germany.  International  co- 
operation was  essential  to  rebuild  a  frame- 
work of  trust  in  a  devastated  continent. 
The  countries  of  Europe  were  forced  to 
find  new  ways  of  working  together.  More 
recently,  this  has  found  yet  another 
expression  in  the  EEC. 

A  new  structure  in  Europe 

Soon  after  Britain's  application  for 
membership  was  accepted  and  we  became 
part  of  a  new  structure  in  Europe,  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  accompany  leaders  of 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  and 
Central  NHS  Committee  to  make  contact 
with  European  pharmacists  who  were 
already  working  together  in  the  EEC 
Pharmacy  Group.  We  visited  the  principal 
organisations  in  most  member  countries. 
We  admired  their  professional  status,  their 
high  standard  of  living  and  the  attractive 
pharmacies  we  saw. 

Our  new  colleagues  from  the  continent 
visited  us.  The  chairman  of  the  European 
Pharmacy  Group  said,  after  visiting  the 


NPU  headquarters  at  Mallinson  House, 
"I  am  overwhelmed  by  the  variety  of  the 
services  you  give  your  members.  I  had 
never  imagined  anything  so  comprehensive. 
From  helping  a  pharmacist  to  purchase 
his  business,  you  look  after  all  his  interests 
throughout  his  career  until  he  retires". 
Although  traditional  pharmacy  in  the  UK 
is  in  many  ways  different  from  most  other 
EEC  countries,  there  are  certain  features 
that  our  new  partners  find  attractive.  In  a 
true  community  there  is  give  and  take.  All 
learn  from  each  other. 

A  new  type  of  European 

We  discovered  that  the  original  six 
member  states  had  patiently  worked  out 
draft  directives  for  pharmacy,  embodying 
the  best  of  each  country.  By  the  time  we 
became  members  of  the  EEC,  these  had 
already  been  approved  by  the  European 
Parliament  and  the  Economic  and  Social 
Committee.  However,  our  joining  brought 
new  ideas  of  free  competition,  company- 
owned  pharmacies,  different  conceptions 
of  what  pharmacies  could  sell,  and  shorter 
and  more  concentrated  university  courses. 
We  were  also  unique  in  having  a  compre- 
hensive National  Health  Service.  New 
beginnings  had  to  be  made.  It  was  not 
easy  for  our  new  colleagues  on  the 
continent  to  open  their  minds  to  ways 
which  were  foreign  to  them. 

Re-negotiation  has  not  been  solely 
confined  to  those  issues  which  have  enabled 
our  Cabinet  to  recommend  us  to  remain 
in  the  EEC.  Every  professional  and  trading 
organisation,  every  industrial,  educational 
and  legal  association  is  going  through  this 
same  re-negotiation  process.  This  has 
stimulated  the  essential  qualities  of  under- 
standing and  trust  in  all  who  are  involved 
in  the  building  of  the  Community.  It  is 
helping  to  breed  a  new  type  of  European. 

Ireland  and  the  UK  now  find  themselves 
in  a  framework  in  which  they  not  only 
meet  as  equals,  but  hammer  out  solutions 
to  problems  bigger  than  their  own.  France 
and  Germany  have  pioneered  a  modern 
relationship  of  trust  and  co-operation  at 
every  level  from  regular  joint  cabinet 
consultations  to  a  massive  exchange  pro- 
gramme for  school  children.  Students  are 
breaking  out  of  the  old  national  educa- 
tional framework.  It  will  not  be  uncommon 
for  university  graduates  of  the  future  to  be 
able  to  operate  in  several  languages, 
having  perhaps  studied  at  Oxford,  Heidel- 
berg, Paris  and  Florence. 

Workers  are  already  free  to  move,  work 
and  live  in  any  of  the  nine  member 
countries.  With  the  professions,  this  is 
taking  a  little  longer  to  work  out.  The 
first  agreement  in  this  field  has  however 
been  reached  between  the  medical  pro- 
fession, the  EEC  Commission  and  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  By  the  end  of  next 
year,  doctors  will  be  able  to  practise  in 


any  of  the  nine  countries  provided  they 
have  the  knowledge  of  the  local  language 
and  laws. 

It  will  soon  be  possible  for  pharm- 
aceutical products  to  be  moved  freely 
within  the  member  countries,  since  a  new 
directive  agreeing  on  the  qualifications  for 
the  person  responsible  for  production  and 
quality  control  was  approved  by  the 
Council  of  Ministers  in  February. 

The  next  stage  will  be  to  look  at  the 
conditions  under  which  the  mutual 
recognition  of  diplomas  can  permit  the 
free  movement  of  general  practice  pharm- 
acists from  country  to  country.  A  common 
educational  basis  for  the  practice  of  the 
profession  is  already  being  examined 
closely. 

It  is  an  exciting  time  for  a  continent 
where  barriers  that  have  long  divided 
intelligent  and  civilised  people  are  now 
coming  down.  We  are  beginning  to  breathe 
new  ideas  and  exercise  faculties  that  have 
long  been  idle. 

The  will  to  work  together 

Certainly,  there  will  be  problems  to  face — 
the  EEC  is  not  a  blue-print.  It  is  people 
with  the  will  to  work  together  to  overcome 
the  obstacles  which  have  kept  us  apart. 
There  is  a  new  creativeness  abroad.  It  is 
inspiring  to  see  people  from  nine  European 
countries  who  have  different  languages, 
attitudes  and  motives,  trying  to  reach 
decisions  on  how  to  achieve  greater  goals. 

The  secretary  of  the  German  Pharm- 
aceutical Association,  outlining  the  enor- 
mous achievements  since  1958,  told  us 
that  there  had  not  only  been  different 
pharmaceutical  traditions  and  approaches 
to  each  problem,  but  also  undercurrents 
of  the  "friend"  and  "enemy"  attitudes 
which  had  lasted  since  the  war.  Yet  today 
the  EEC,  which  had  taken  great  courage 
and  tolerance  to  build,  was  established 
and  growing.  He  emphasised  that  there 
had  been  a  strong  underlying  attitude 
among  the  participants  that  the  small 
divisions  of  Europe  had  to  give  way  to  a 
larger  unit  if  Europe  were  to  survive. 

It  is  perhaps  surprising  that  Brussels 
should  have  become  so  central  in  the  EEC. 
At  the  end  of  the  war,  Belgium  was  one 
of  the  least  economically  developed 
countries  in  Europe.  But  statesmen  like 
the  late  Socialist  Premier  Paul-Henri  Spaak 
saw  that  the  only  hope  for  economic 
growth  and  political  stability  was  within 
a  bigger  community.  He  was  one  of  the 
principal  authors  of  the  Treaty  of  Rome. 
His  vision  was  also  responsible  for  the 
large  Berlaymont  building  in  Brussels 
which  today  houses  the  EEC  Commission. 
Its  7,000  multi-lingual  civil  servants  from 
nine  countries  look  after  a  community  of 
250  million  people.  By  comparison,  the 
Scottish  Office  has  9,000  civil  servants  to 
look  after  a  countrv  of  5  million' 
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Europe's  pharmacies 

In  every  field,  the  people  of  Belgium  have 
made  themselves  hosts  to  those  from  other 
countries.  It  so  happens  that  the  office  of 
the  Belgian  Pharmaceutical  Association 
with  its  well-equipped  new  laboratories 
are  immediately  across  the  road  from  the 
EEC  headquarters.  Only  a  few  minutes 
walk  away  is  the  office  of  the  EEC 
Pharmacy  Group.  Its  genial  and  gifted 
general  secretary,  Albert  Verreydt,  works 
easily  in  five  languages.  He  is  one  of 
those  who  has  fought  to  raise  the 
standard  of  pharmacy  in  his  own  country, 
where  pharmacies  doubled  in  the  years 
immediately  after  the  war.  He  has  his  own 
pharmacy  in  Brussels,  where  he  is  assisted 
by  his  pharmacist  daughter. 

The  Belgians  have  been  aided  in  their 
vision  and  fight  to  improve  their  status 
by  the  inspiration  of  the  best  features  in 
other  EEC  member  states.  The  appearance 
of  pharmacies  has  been  steadily  improved 
In  order  to  conform  to  the  highest  pro- 
fessional standards,  a  certain  amount  of 
"decommercialisation",  as  it  is  known,  has 
been  carried  out  since  1958.  A  pharmacy 
now  sells,  for  example,  only  specialised 
products  for  skin  health,  but  not  cosmetics. 

Twice  since  1965  Belgian  pharmacists 
have  been  on  strike.  With  good  Press  and 
Television  coverage,  public  opinion  forced 
the  insurance  companies  who  pay  for 
medicines  in  Belgium  to  increase  their 
payments.  Today,  a  new  pharmacy  may 
not  be  opened  without  a  Royal  Warrant, 
only  given  after  consultation  with  the 
medical,  pharmaceutical  and  local  author- 
ities, who  must  be  satisfied  that  there  is 
a  need  for  it. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  pharmacy 
has  to  be  practised  in  a  uniform  way  in 
each  country.  It  is  a  fact  that  no  two 
countries  are  the  same.  Past  traditions 
and  present  habits  do  not  permit  that,  nor 
are  they  likely  to.  But  the  closer  we  work 
together,  the  more  we  can  inspire  each 
other,  sometimes  by  the  very  things  that 
we  each  do  differently. 

No  country  has  an  organisation  like 
Denmark.  There  are  only  339  pharmacies. 
Each  serves  a  population  of  14,000,  and 
provides  a  very  efficient  service.  No  dis- 
pensing is  done  by  doctors.  Rural  areas 
are  catered  for  by  900  depots  which  send 
prescriptions  to  the  nearest  pharmacy.  All 
salaries,  subscriptions.  PAYE  and  pensions 
are  handled  by  a  central  electronic  data 
machine  in  Copenhagen. 

In  Holland,  practically  every  pharmacist 
owns  a  pharmacy.  There  are  850  pharm- 
acies and  900  pharmacists  in  general 
practice.  Every  insured  person  is  registered 
with  a  pharmacy,  which  receives  £1  per 
year  basic  capitation  fee  from  the  in- 
surance companies  that  pay  for  medicines, 
whether  any  prescription  is  dispensed  or 
not. 

In  Prance,  the  patient  pays  for  the 
prescription  and  claims  a  refund  of  about 
85  per  cent  from  the  insurance  company. 
Again,  there  is  no  dispensing  by  doctors 
and  pharmacies  are  geographically  dis- 
tributed 1-3,000  of  the  population. 

Italy  has  no  dispensing  doctors  and 
no  drug  stores.  Medicines  are  obtain- 
able only  from  pharmacies,  which  are 
privately  owned.  A  planned  distribution  of 
pharmacies  (1-4,000  population)  is  state- 
controlled.  A  state  subsidy  is  given  to  those 
pharmacies  in  rural  areas  which  serve  a 
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population  of  less  than  four  thousand. 

Every  continental  country  provides  a 
full  24-hour  pharmaceutical  service.  This 
is  regarded  as  being  part  of  a  pharmacist's 
responsibility  in  a  profession  which,  in 
most  countries,  holds  the  monopoly  right 
to  provide  all  medicines. 

The  profession  of  tomorrow 

We  h  ave  by  no  means  reached  the  final 
form  or  forms  in  which  our  profession  is 
practised  in  Europe.  Each  country  is  con- 
stantly drawing  on  the  ideas  and  experi- 
ences of  others.  Membership  of  the  EEC 
makes  this  easier  through  the  existence  of 
a  permanent  framework  and  the  regular 
meetings  that  take  place.  We  are  part  of  a 
continuing  process  of  change  and  adapta- 
tion. As  professional  colleagues,  we 
already  have  much  in  common. 

The  EEC  pharmacist  is  a  truly  indepen- 
dent professional  figure.  His  personal 
pharmacy  is  part  of  the  health  service.  He 
has  a  standing  which  is  respected  both  by 
the  public  and  his  colleagues  in  other 
allied  professions.  His  remuneration  reflects 
the  responsibilty  he  carries. 

Here  in  our  own  country,  as  well  as  on 
the  continent,  we  are  already  seeing  the 
emergence  of  the  high-class,  attractively 
planned,  ethical  pharmacy,  separated  from, 
but  accessible  to.  a  modernly-equipped 
department  offering  products  which  are 
traditionally  related  in  the  minds  of  the 
public. 

Out  of  our  aspirations,  the  profession  of 
tomorrow  will  be  created.  We  will  un- 
doubtedly profit  by  the  experience  of  being 
free  to  move  into  other  European 
countries  and  practise  for  six  months,  a 
year  or  more,  as  we  choose.  As  the  world 
shrinks,  cur  membership  of  the  EEC  is  a 
natural  step  of  growth.  In  the  wider  ex- 
periences of  life  in  a  European  dimension, 
we  shall  be  enriched  in  ways  which  make 
us  better  Britishers  with  interests  and 
friendships  out  beyond  our  own  shores. 

Next  week:  The  case  against  Europe 


Post  Scripts 

is  menstruation  really  necessary? 

Women  menstruate  too  often,  according 
to  Dr  Michael  Smith,  chief  medical 
officer,  Family  Planning  Association. 

He  told  a  recent  symposium,  "The 
curse  of  Eve,"  sponsored  by  Reckitt  & 
Colman  pharmaceutical  division,  that 
three-quarters  of  the  fertile  women  in  the 
UK  suffered  monthly,  many  severely, 
from  "mess,  expense,  curtailment  of 
sexual,  physical  and  mental  activity," 
together  with  pain  and  time  off  work  or 
school.  Earlier  the  conference  had  heard 
how  half  of  all  crimes  in  women  prisoners 
were  committed  during  or  just  before 
menstruation,  that  babies  were  more 
likely  to  be  battered  by  their  mothers 
during  this  time,  schoolgirls  more  likely  to 
fail  exams  and  that  even  husband's  wage 
packets  had  fallen  when  their  wives  were 
menstruating. 

All  this  could  be  prevented  if  women 
taking  oral  contraceptives  took  them  every 
day  without  a  break,  he  suggested.  They 
would  then  achieve  a  steady  hormonal 
state  free  from  "mood  swings,"  with  the 
added  advantage  of  producing  children 
by  choice.  He  referred  to  the  trial  being 
carried  out  by  Dr  R.  Short  at  the  Medical 
Research  Council  Reproductive  Biology 
Unit,  Edinburgh,  to  see  whether  women 
suffered  any  harmful  effects  if  the  "pill" 
was  taken  for  three  months  at  a  time  (last 
week,  p587). 

Dr  Smith  estimated  that  women  spent 
£8  per  year  on  sanitary  products,  pain- 
killers etc,  making  a  total  of  about  £72m 
per  year  in  the  UK.  However,  with  such 
large  sums  involved,  it  was  unlikely  that 
the  manufacturers  of  tampons,  analgesics, 
etc  and  HM  Government  who  collected 
the  VAT,  would  be  enthusiastic  about 
abolishing   menstruation  altogether. 

But  he  speculated  that  tampons,  "the 
boon  to  modern  women",  may  eventually 
take  their  place  in  t^e  museum  alongside 
the  leach  and  blood-letting  knife. 

Pharmacy  'room  service' 

The  Guardian  recently  reported  on  what 
it  was  like  to  be  a  private  patient,  and 
what  such  patients  really  got  for  their 
money.  One  woman  patient,  who  was  at 
the  London  Clinic  at  that  time,  was  said 
to  have  been  "struck  by  the  fact  that  it 
was  never  easy  to  get  coffee  for  visitors, 
but  wine  (Chateau  Laffite  would  you  be- 
lieve) was  always  available  from  the 
pharmacy"! 

However,  a  spokesman  for  the  phar- 
macy said  that  wines  were  not  kept  in 
stock  in  the  pharmacy,  but  were  obtained 
locally  if  necessary.  Such  orders  were 
channelled  through  the  pharmacy  to  make 
it  more  difficult  for  alcoholic  patients  to 
obtain  supplies. 

Pharmacist-author  in  trouble 

A  French  pharmacist  has  been  taken  to 
court  for  publishing  a  "Guide  to  100  of 
the  most  used  medicines",  according  to  a 
report  in  The  Times  recently. 

A  group  of  pharmaceutical  firms  have 
complained  about  criticisms  of  their  pro- 
ducts in  the  book  which  was  written  in 
language  understandable  to  laymen  and 
"sold  like  hot  cakes". 
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New 
products 


Surgical 

Comfort  colostomy  bags 

A  new  range  of  colostomy  appliances, 
Comfort  bags,  have  been  introduced  by 
Danmed  Ltd,  (100,  £24  68  trade).  The  bags 
are  printed  in  attractive  colours  and 
designs  in  a  soft  plastic  that  "warms  to 
the  touch  and  is  gentle  on  the  skin."  They 
are  disposable,  odourproof,  have  four 
stoma  hole  sizes  and  are  attached  by  a 
hypoallergenic  adhesive,  with  a  belt  for 
more  support  if  needed.  The  rounded 
corners  reduce  the  risk  of  chafing.  The 
company  say  that  in  designing  the  bags 
they  have  concentrated  on  patients' 
emotional  problems  as  much  as  their 
practical  problems  (Danmed  Ltd,  Somer- 
ham  Road,  St  Ives,  Huntingdon). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Brut  33  additions 

Two  products  have  been  added  to  the 
Brut  33  range  of  men's  toiletries:  Brut  33 
luxury  bath  foam  in  a  200-cc  size  (£0  70), 
and  Brut  33  talc  that  comes  in  a  "puffer" 
125-g  pack  (£050).  Faberge  have  also 
introduced  a  large  200-cc  version  of  the 
Splash-on  lotion  (£125)  (Faberge  lnc, 
Ridgeway,  Iver,  Bucks). 

Perfume  debut 

The  House  of  L'Avant  is  a  new  name  in 
cosmetics  and  for  packaging  its  first  pro- 
ducts, a  range  of  three  spray  fragrances 
for  the  "younger  set",  it  has  chosen  an 
aerosol  contained  formed  from  ICI's 
latest  plastics  material,  LPT  (low  perme- 
ability thermoplastic)  resin. 

The  House  of  L'Avant  is  test  marketing 
the  50g  aerosol-applied  fragrances  — 
Scarlet  Dawn,  Danse  Macabre  and  Mid- 
night Follie  (£140)  and  the  company  is 
considering  national  distribution  arrange- 
ments through  chemists  and  large  stores. 
The  shaped  bottle-type  containers  (stand- 
ing 3lins  high  and  lfins  diameter  at  their 
greatest  width)  of  the  new  material  have 
been  proved  to  be  extremely  successful 
during  the  storage  tests. 

Midnight  Follie  has  a  citrus  top  note 
which  gives  way  to  a  delicately-balanced 
"harmony"  of  floral  notes.  Danse  Macabre 
is  a  complex  of  floral  fragrances — jasmin, 
rose  and  others — supported  by  a  blend  of 
precious  woods  and  musk.  Scarlet  Dawn 
is  described  as  "a  very  traditional  eau  de 
Cologne  which  bears  no  other  description 
than  a  refreshing  blend  of  citrus  notes 
subtly  modified  for  refinement"  (House  of 
L'Avant  Ltd,  Castle  Hill,  Lincoln). 

Vedra  range  extended 

Two  new  products  are  joining  Ciba- 
Geigy's  Vedra  skin  care  range,  both  are 
said  to  be  the  result  of  Swiss  research. 
The  products — Vedra  toning  lotion  and 
Vedra  cleansing  lotion — are  based  on  for- 
mulations that  have  been  developed  by 
Ciba-Geigy  in  Switzerland  and  the  toning 


lotion  has  been  marketed  on  the  Con- 
tinent for  several  years. 

The  cleansing  lotion  comes  in  a  pale 
blue  matt  glass  bottle  in  the  "Vedra 
shape"  with  a  pale  blue  carton.  The 
toning  lotion  has  a  clear  glass  matt  finish 
bottle  with  a  pastel  pink  carton.  Both 
are  125cc  (£0.80).  A  merchandising  unit 
for  the  full  range  is  available  (Ciba- 
Geigy  (UK)  Ltd,  Simonsway,  Manchester 
M22  5LB). 

Swedish  lines  in  UK 
Two  new  products  have  been  introduced 
to  the  UK  recently.  Made  by  Cirrus  Ab 
of  Sweden,  the  products  are  Make  Off 
tissues  (£0  59),  40  soft,  yet  strong  non 
woven  tissues  impregnated  with  a  non- 
greasy,  slightly  medicated  cleanser  for 
removing  make-up  "without  drying  the 
skin".  Presented  in  a  sealed  drum,  the 
40  tissues  should  last  about  six  weeks. 

Fresh  up  (£0  59)  is  a  lemon-impregnated 
refreshing  tissue,  of  "extra  strong"  non 
woven  tissues  presented  in  a  sealed  drum 
of  40  and  packed  in  outers  of  24  with 
display  material  included  (Duni  Bila,  Bank 
Chambers,  4a  Fir  Road,  Bramhall,  Stock- 
port, Ches). 

A  'no-sun'  lotion 

Fontarel  have  introduced  Monitor  No-sun 
tan  lotion  (£0  75)  to  their  range  of  suntan 
preparations.  The  creamy  emulsion  is 
applied  to  the  skin  and  a  tan  is  produced 
after  about  four  hours — re-application 
produces  a  deeper  tan.  The  lotion  is  said 
to  contain  a  moisturiser  and  does  not  wash 
off.  It  is  presented  in  a  flat  plastic  container 
(Fontarel  Ltd,  Servier  House,  Horsenden 
Lane  South,  Greenford,  Middlesex). 

Lash-builder  mascara 

A  lash-builder,  liquid  mascara  is  the 
latest  product  in  the  Tangee  range.  Said 
to  be  smudge-proof  and  waterproof,  the 
mascara  (£0  39)  comes  in  a  transparent 
plastic  case  in  black  or  brown  shades 
(Winarick  (UK)  Ltd,  Unit  15,  Hey  wood 
Industrial  Estate,  Heywood,  Lanes). 

Spray  powder  on  test  launch 

Mitchum  Thayer  have  introduced  a  new 
product  to  their  range,  Mitchum  anti- 
perspirant  spray  powder  (£11 5).  The 
product,  currently  on  test  launch  in 
Scotland,  is  a  light,  dry  powder  antipers- 
pirant  that  may  also  be  used  as  a  foot 
spray.  It  comes  in  a  white,  3-oz  aerosol 
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container  in  scented  or  unscented  variants. 
The  launch  will  be  supported  with  Press 
advertising  beginning  this  month  and 
television  advertising  in  June  and  July  on 
Central  Scotland  and  Grampian  channels 
(Mitchum-Thayer  Ltd,  86  Brook  Street, 
London  W1Y  2BA). 

Household 

Cream  added  to  Dettol  range 

A  new  product  has  been  added  to  the 
Dettol  range — Dettol  cream  in  a  30-g  tube 
(£0  24).  It  is  available  in  one-dozen  packs 
(Reckitt  &  Colman  Products  Ltd,  Dansom 
Lane,  Hull  HU8  7DS). 

Sundries 

Disneyland  range 

Jacquelle  have  brought  out  s  range  of 
children's  purses  called  Disneyland.  The 
range  consists  of  four  styles  showing 
popular  Disney  characters — Donald  Duck, 
Mickey  Mouse  and  Pluto — on  scarlet 
nylon,  all  with  pale  blue  pvc  lining.  Prices 
range  from  £0  59-£0  89. 

For  summer  they  introduce  Summer 
Canvas,  travel  holdalls  in  yellow  or  navy 
and  in  two  styles.  Prices  range  from 
£0  85-£195.  And  for  denim  lovers  there 
is  the  Denim  Hearts  range  of  toilet  bags. 
There  are  four  purses  and  one  holdall  in 
this  range  and  each  style  has  a  red  felt 
heart-shape  motif.  All  the  purses  are  pvc 
lined  and  are  in  blue,  pink  or  brown 
denim.  Prices  from  £0  69  to  £1  99  (Jackel 
&  Co  Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth, 
Northumberland). 


After  only  6  months 
Aquaf  resh  is 
already  N°3  in  the  U.K. 


In  only  six  months  Aquafresh  is  already  the  Number  3  toothpaste 
in  the  U.K.  and  with  only  3  sizes. 
Why? 

Because  Aquafresh  meets  the  exact  need  of  a  fast  growing 
consumer  group,  the  young  heavy  user  family.  And  because 
our  extensive  and  successful  advertising  support  helped 
you  put  it  there. 

Now  we  introduce  our  new  Giant  size  pack. 
With  our  generous  stocking  deals  and  special 
point  of  sale  display  you  can  take  yet 
another  giant  leap  forward  with 
Aquafresh! 


*  ...now  watch  this 
Giant  leap! 


sell  through  foster 
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Great  news  for  all  Gerberfans. 


During  the  merry  month  of  May, 
Gerber  are  supporting  their  Fruit  Juices 
with  a  new  promotion. 

This  is  how  it  works: 

By  collecting  our  Fruit  Juice  labels 
Mums  can  save  as  much  as  £1.17  on 
children's  records:  one  encourages 
kids  to  sing,  another  to  mime,  a  third 
to  count. 

Our  Fruit  Juice  sales  are  already 
growing  fast.  (October— March  up 
15%  on  the  same  period  last  year.) 

And  with  the  added  impetus  of 
our  promotion,  you  could  be  looking 
forward  to  record  sales. 


Rich  in  nourishment.  Safe  in  glass 
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Duphalac  flavour  change 

Duphar  Laboratories  Ltd,  Duphar  House, 
Gaters  Hill,  Southampton  SO?  3JD,  are 
supplying  Duphalac  with  a  new  citrus 
flavour.  The  change  is  intended  to 
improve  patient  acceptability  which  is 
particularly  important  for  those  patients 
receiving  dosages  of  150ml  for  portal 
systemic  encephalopathy,  and  also  for 
those  with  chronic  constipation  taking 
smaller  regular  doses.  No  other  changes 
in  presentation,  active  constituents  or 
price  are  involved.  Bottles  are  marked 
"New  flavour*'  to  assist  the  pharmacist  in 
stock  rotation  and  to  reassure  patients 
about  the  change. 

Listerine  backs  rally  team 

Richard  Hudnut  Ltd,  Chestnut  Avenue, 
Eastleigh,  Hamp  S05  3ZQ,  are  sponsoring 
a  woman  rally  team  in  12  major  British 
rally  events  which  comprise  the  Auto- 
sport/Castrol  Championship  Series,  this 
year.  The  driver,  Jean  Denton,  will  be 
driving  a  Fiat  128  Sports  Coupe  SL  which 
will  be  sporting  the  colourful  Listerine 
livery  including  the  "sweet  lips'  mouth 
design  which  featured  in  the  product's 
recent  poster  advertising  campaign  on 
London's  underground.  The  Listerine  logo 
will  also  be  seen  on  overalls  and  helmets 
worn  by  Mrs  Denton  and  her  co-driver. 

The  team  came  second  in  their  class  in 
the  recent  Tavern  National  Rally,  on 
April  20. 

Bencard  allergy  testing  solutions 

Bencard,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex,  have  introduced  two  new  skin 
test  kits — Bencard  testing  solutions  for  the 
diagnosis  of  allergy;  series  I  and  series  II. 

Series  I  contains  20  of  the  most  impor- 
tant allergens  as  prick  testing  solutions 
together  with  control  solutions  and  prick 
testing  instruments  (£16  15,  trade).  Series 
II  contains  the  next  19  most  important 
allergens  as  testing  solutions  all  in  prick 
test  form,  except  the  bacterial  allergens 
which  are  prepared  for  intradermal  testing 
(£1400).  These  preparations  will  replace 
all  the  existing  Bencard  skin  test  kits. 

New  format  for  Aquasil 

Aquasil  Cologne  is  now  available  outside 
the  Christmas  coffret  format.  The  pack- 
aging of  the  1-oz  bottle  (£0  80)  maintains 
the  Aquasil  "sea  horse"  motif  of  the 
range.  Ciba-Geigy  (UK)  Ltd,  Simonsway, 
Manchester  M22  5LB  have  produced  a 
merchandising  unit  for  the  Aquasil  bath 
additive  range  and  a  point-of-sale  show- 
card  reflecting  the  current  advertising 
campaign  in  women's  magazines. 

Special-size  mascaras 

From  mid-June.  Almay  Cosmetics.  9a 
New  Bond  Street,  London  Wl,  will  be 
selling  their  automatic  and  lash  lengthen- 
ing mascaras  in  "special"  large  sizes.  The 


special  offer,  13-g  packs  will  be  offered 
at  the  same  price  as  the  standard  sizes. 
Almay's  automatic  mascara  will  be  avail- 
able in  brown,  brown/black,  black  and 
night  blue  (£0  85)  in  a  white  bottle,  the 
lash-lengthening  mascara  will  be  available 
in  brown/black,  brown,  black  and  blue 
(£0  90)  in  a  black  bottle. 

25  per  cent  extra 

A  "flash"  offering  25  per  cent  extra  on 
the  medium  and  large  sizes  of  Body  Mist 
is  being  featured  in  the  latest  promotion 
by  Beecham  Proprietaries,  Beecham 
House,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  A  specially- 
designed  merchandiser  is  available  that 
holds  the  larger  cans  and  the  promotion 
will  be  supported  by  a  national  television 
campaign  running  throughout  May. 

Scholl  television  promotion 

The  well-known  "fainting  dog"  commer- 
cial for  Scholl  foot-sprays  will  be 
featured  in  a  national  television  campaign 
starting  this  month.  The  commercial  has 
been  slightly  altered  to  draw  attention  to 
the  new  Dry  Powder  footspray  as  well  as 
the  Scholl  dry  antiperspirant  spray.  Scholl 
(UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John  Street,  London 
EC1  are  also  running  a  television  cam- 
paign for  Air-Pillo  insoles  on  test  in  the 
Tyne  Tees  area  from  June  2. 

Gala  offer  5p-off 

Gala  of  London  are  offering  5p-off  three 
shades  of  nail  polish,  super  smooth  lip- 
stick and  matte  shadow  during  May.  The 
shades  are  rowan  berry,  chocolate  whip 
and  oyster  shell  in  the  nail  polish  range; 
amethyst,  honey  soft  and  chocolate  in  the 
lipstick  range,  and  sweet  chestnut,  pearl 
blue  and  sea  blue  in  the  matte  shadow 
range;  all  distributed  by  Myram  Picker 
Ltd,  Kingston  By-pass,  Surbiton,  Surrey. 

Aidex  advertising 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co  Ltd,  Oldbury, 
Warley,  West  Midlands  B69  3BB  will  be 
advertising  Aidex  burn  and  wound  cream 
on  150  London  underground  stations 
during  June,  July,  August.  The  posters, 
approximately  10x7ft,  will  be  situated 
"across  the  track"  on  many  main  line 
stations  and  "will  direct  purchasers  to 
their  chemist." 

Sunglass  theft 

The  head  office  of  Correna  International 
Ltd,  30  Station  Parade.  London  NW2  4NX 
was  broken  into  recently  and  several 
thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  Correna 
sunglasses  were  stolen.  The  company 
request  that  any  pharmacist  who  is  offered 
sunglasses  or  spectacle  frames  in  suspicious 
circumstances  should  notify  his  local  police 
and  the  company. 

Electronic  register  from  Gross 

Gross  Cash  Register  Ltd's  new  electronic 
sales  register  referred  to  in  the  company's 
annual  report  (C&D.  May  3,  p617)  has 
now  been  launched.  Made  in  their  Brigh- 
ton, Sussex,  factory,  the  new  equipment 
has  already  been  exhibited  in  the  US. 
France  and  Japan  where  it  has  been 
enthusiastically  received,  the  company 
state.  Installation  can  start  with  a  simple 
low  cost  system  to  replace  existing  electro- 
mechanical cash  registers  and  then  can 
gradually  have  added  to  the  basic  machine 
additional   facilities  until,  if  required,  a 
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full  computer-based  linked  operation  can 
be  achieved. 


In  search  of  a  happy  baby 

Robinson's  Baby  Foods  and  Kodak  Ltd 
are  launching  a  joint  point-of-sale  com- 
petition to  find  the  country's  happiest 
baby.  Entry  leaflets  are  now  available 
and  all  consumers  have  to  do  is  send 
Kodak  a  "happy  snap"  of  their  baby, 
together  with  a  Robinson's  Baby  Foods 
packet  top.  The  winner  will  receive  £  1 50- 
worth  of  Kodak  equipment  or  materials 
and  the  chance  to  have  the  winning  baby 
professionally  photographed  once  each 
year  for  the  next  five  years.  Four 
runners-up  will  each  win  a  Kodak  pocKet- 
size  Instamatic  300  camera  outfit  and  50 
consolation  prizes  of  photograph  albums 
will  also  be  given  away.  All  the  winners 
will  receive  a  generous  supply  of  Robin- 
son's Baby  Food.  Closing  date  for  entries 
is  September  30. 

Point-of-sale  material  is  available  from 
Robinson's  Baby  Foods,  Carrow  Works. 
Norwich  NOR  75A.  There  will  also  be  a 
cash  prize  for  the  best  window  display. 

Yardley's  driver  wins 

Thirty-three  year  old  Gloucestershire 
farmer,  Nick  Cripps,  won  the  Johnson 
Grandstand  Trophy  race  at  Fairford  in 
his  Yardley  Formula  II  Cougar  boat  on 
Saturday,  April  26.  He  also  broke  the  lap 
speed  record  in  his  class,  reducing  U  to 
49  seconds  from  51  6.  The  race  was 
shown  live  on  television 

After  five  years  in  motor  racing,  Y?.rd- 
ley  of  London  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  Wl,  are  "taking  to  the  water"  on 
an  experimental  basis. 

Waspeze  advertised 

There  will  be  regular  national  advertising 
in  the  News  of  the  World  and  The  Sun 
for  Wasp-eze  this  summer.  Po'ter  &  Clark 
Ltd.  9  Wellesley  Road,  Croydon,  Surrey, 
are  also  using  outdoor  interest  magazines 
covering  gardening,  camping,  caravaning, 
golfing,  fishing,  bird  watching,  pony  trek- 
king, walking  and  climbing. 

Unichem  marketing  change 

Unichem  Ltd  are  discontinuing  the  sole 
UK  distribution  of  Ticen  products.  The 
Ticen  range  of  pharmaceutical  products 
will  now  be  available  from  the  maker's 
own  marketing  company.  Greenkem  Ltd, 
PO  box  66,  Harrow,  Middlesex  H\2  6DJ. 
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EAN  A  LOT  TO  YOU 

If  it  doesn't,  you're  not  stocking  enough  Signal  2. 
Last  year,  our  volume  sales  went  up  18%,  in  a  market  that 
rose  by  only  3%,  giving  us  a  move  to  second  place. 

Now  with  your  help,  we'd  like  to  try  for  Number  One. 
So  Signal  2  gets  a  great  new  taste  to  go  with  its  new 
packaging.  Marvellous  new  TV  commercials  are  backed 
by  new  display  material. 

For  your  part,  we  simply  ask  that  you  stock 


plenty  of  Signal  2  through  75. 

It  means  a  lot 
to  us.  But  it'll  mean 
even  more  to  you. 

No  other  toothpaste  is  better  at  fighting  tooth  decay. 


Siena/ 
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A  brand  new  product  with  a  trusted  brand  name: 
Dentinox  toothpaste  for  babies. 


«5> 


You're  already  well  aware  of 
Dentinox  teething  pain  relievers.  Now  we've 
launched  a  natural  follow  up  :  a  babies' 
toothpaste. 

It's  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Britain  and 
should  not  be  confused  with  toothpaste  for 
older  children.  They  do  a  fine  job  on 
children's  teeth  from  the  age  of  about  2j 
years  onward  but  aren't  specifically  intended 
for  very  young  infants. 

Dentinox  toothpaste  has  been 
especially  formulated  and  presented  as  a  gel 
to  cleanse  milk  teeth  non-abrasively,  to 
prevent  the  build  up  of  dental  plaque  (which 
can  lead  to  early  caries)  and  to  provide  an 
anti-bacterial  action  in  the  mouth.  It  is  quite 
harmless  to  babies,  even  when  swallowed  in 
large  quantities. 

Next  time  a  customer  of  yours  asks 


for  a  children's  toothpaste,  give  her  Dentinox. 

Dentinox  babies'  toothpaste  and 
teething  products  are  distributed  by 
Dendron  Limited,  94  Rickmansworth  Road, 
Watford,  Herts.  WD  1  7JJ. 
Telephone  Watford  2925"  1 . 

Dentinox  gel  toothpaste. 
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New  Kodachrome  films  launched 

The  new  range  of  Kodachrome  films  are 
now  available  from  Kodak  Ltd,  Kodak 
House,  Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts.  The  new  films,  which  incorporate 
the  ASA  rating  in  the  title  are  Koda- 
chrome 25  (daylight),  40  movie  film  (type 
A)  and  64  (daylight),  (they  were  reviewed 
in  C&D,  March  15,  p352).  The  advertising 
campaign  is  scheduled  to  start  May  19 
with  national  Press  advertisements,  and  a 
new  counter  card  and  window  bill  have 
been  produced  with  the  theme:  "Kodak 
announce  the  impossible!  Improved 
Kodachrome  films." 

□  Kodak  have  notified  the  Price  Com- 
mission of  proposed  increases  of  5-20 
per  cent  in  their  range  of  products  and 
processing  services,  from  May  12.  However 
the  company  are  not  changing  the  price 
of  the  Kodachrome  II  and  X  films  which 
are  selling  out,  but  the  new  Kodachrome 
25  and  64  films  and  40  movie  films  that 
are  now  available  will  be  higher  than 
previously  expected.  The  company  has 
also  announced  an  increase  in  its  "postal 
rebate"  paid  to  dealers  who  post  colour 
processing  work  to  its  laboratory. 

Free  calorie  counter  book 

Beecham  Foods,  Beecham  House,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  are 
offering  a  free  Chekwate  calorie  counter 
book  as  one  of  the  first  major  national 
consumer  promotions  supporting  the  brand. 
The  promotion  will  be  featured  on  bottle 
collarettes. 

The  calorie  counter  book  is  one  of  the 
new  pocket  book  range  published  by  the 
Hamlyn  Group  Ltd.  Other  titles  in  the 
series  are  on  sale  for  40p  and  it  is  planned 
to  publish  the  calorie  counter  book  for 
general  sale  in  1976.  The  64  page  guide 
to  foods  and  their  calorie  content  also 
provides  recipes  and  diets  and  a  dial  built 
into  the  front  cover  enables  users  to  count 
up  their  personal  calorie  intake  meal  by 
meal. 

Checkwate  users  can  obtain  a  copy  in 
return  for  two  foil  seals  from  any  Check- 
wate flavour,  plus  5p  towards  postage. 
They  will  also  receive  a  voucher  worth 
5p  off  their  next  purchase  of  any  bottle  of 
Chekwate. 


for  natural  beauty 

■ON1NG 


j 

■  : 

New  display  unit  for  complete 
Vedra  range  (see  p638) 


Distribution  acquired 

Glaxo-Farley  Foods  Ltd,  Torr  Lane, 
Plymouth,  have  taken  over  the  distribution 
of  the  Caroline  range  of  babycare  products 
made  by  International  Disposables  (UK). 

On-pack  promotion 

Jeyes  (UK)  Ltd,  Brunei  Way,  Thetford, 
Norfolk,  this  month  are  mounting  two 
on-pack  offers  on  Babysoft  double,  and 
Superstrong  single  packs.  Both  offer  the 
customer  coupons  for  "money  off  next 
purchase"  of  Babysoft  flat  double  packs 
and  Superstrong  single  packs:  3p — l|p  per 
coupon  against  the  next  purchase  of  a 
Babysoft  double  pack,  and  2p  against  the 
next  purchase  of  Superstrong. 

Old  Spice  competition 

Two  first  prizes  of  a  week  in  Jamacia  and 
a  week  cruising  the  West  Indies,  are  offered 
in  the  Old  Spice  window  display  competi- 
tion by  Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Trevor 
House.  Old  Brompton  Road,  London  SW3. 
To  qualify  for  the  competition  retailers 
should  keep  their  window  display  featuring 
the  Old  Spice  Jamaica  poster,  in  place  for 
14  days.  The  display  must  include  a  slogan 
that  fits  in  with  the  sea  and  ships  image  of 
the  promotion.  Photographs  should  reach 
Shulton  before  July  5. 

Bengue  distribute  Derbac 

From  May  12,  Bengue  &  Co  Ltd,  will  be 
making  and  distributing  the  Derbac  range 
of  anti-lice  products,  previously  marketed 
by  Eylure  Ltd.  All  orders  for  Derbac 
liquid,  shampoo,  soap  and  combs  should 
be  sent  to  Bengue  &  Company  Ltd,  St. 
Ives  House,  St.  Ives  Road,  Maidenhead. 
Berks  SL6  1RD. 

Correction 

Max  Factor  Ltd.  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  W1X  4BP  regret  that  the  size  of 
Blase  perfume  is  |  oz,  and  the  perfume 
essence  is  10  35  g,  and  not  as  stated  (last 
week,  p593).  Prices  remain  unchanged. 

Miss  Pears  1975 

The  Miss  Pears  1975  competition  has  just 
started.  Entry  forms  for  the  competition, 
organised    by   Pears    (Elida   Gibbs  Ltd, 
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Portman  Square,  London  W1A  1DY)  are 
printed  inside  cartons  of  Pears  transparenl 
soap  and  in  advertisements  in  leading 
women's  journals.  The  closing  date  for 
entries  is  lune  7,  and  the  winner  will  be 
selected  from  six  area  finalists  at  Painters 
Hall.  City  of  London,  on  July  22. 

Display  promotion  for  Powerin 

A  new  promotion  for  Powerin  has  been 
launched  by  International  Chemical  Co 
Ltd,  1 1  Chenies  Street,  London  WC1E  7ET. 

A  national  advertising  campaign  in  the 
Sunday  People  will  run  throughout  the 
year  and  there  are  newly-designed  point-of- 
sale  units  to  link  with  the  advertising.  They 
offer  the  chemist  display  bonuses,  details 
of  which  are  obtainable  from  their  sales 
representatives. 

'Banded  pack'  summer  promotion 

Molnlycke  Ltd,  Sancella  House,  Harpen- 
den,  Herts  are  currently  promoting 
Libresse  towels.  Carrying  the  slogan  "free 
50  per  cent  extra  towels",  the  20-towel 
size  comes  banded  to  a  standard  10-towel 
pack,  and  the  recently  introduced  40-towel 
"economy"  size  comes  with  two  10-towel 
packs.  The  standard  10-towel  size  comes 
with  four  extra  towels  and  carries  the 
slogan  "free  40  per  cent  extra  towels". 
In-slore  display  material  including  dump- 
bins  and  shelf  strips  are  available. 

Now  available 

The  UK  distributors  of  the  Flugina  range 
of  products,  Anti-Cellulite  Products  Ltd. 
8  Green  Street,  London  Wl,  announce 
that  the  recent  supply  problems  have  been 
overcome  and  supplies  are  now  readily 
available  ex-stock. 

'Old  style'  Houbigant  film 

Houbigant  Ltd,  Salbrook  Road,  Salford, 
Redhill,  Surrey,  are  to  promote  their  Musk 
fragrance  in  the  cinema  by  a  specially- 
produced  "vintage  style"  advertisement. 
Starting  next  month,  the  45-second  film 
will  appear  extensively  on  the  Rank  circuit 
until  the  end  of  August.  Entitled  "Musk 
tames  the  mighty,"  it  shows  Mark  Anthony 
being  subdued  by  Cleopatra  with  the  aid 
of  Musk,  and  it  is  produced  in  1910 
"romantic  farce"  style,  complete  with 
silent  acting,  dialogue  titles,  and  "scratchy" 
piano  accompaniment. 

Golf  sponsorship 

At  the  end  of  April.  Dana  Perfumes  Ltd, 
7  Conduit  Street,  London  W1R  9TG, 
sponsored  their  first  pro-am  golf  competi- 
tion at  the  Failand  and  Clifton  golf  course 
in  Bristol.  The  competition  was  sponsored 
under  the  Canoe  Royale  label  and  it  is 
hoped  to  repeat  the  event  in  1976.  to 
which  customers  in  the  area  will  be  invited 
to  play  or  spectate. 

Range  of  plastic  containers 

Scanbech.  the  Danish  manufacturers  of 
bottles  and  containers,  claim  to  have  pro- 
bably the  most  comprehensive  range  in 
Europe.  They  manufacture  80  stock  shapes 
and  sizes  with  a  variety  of  caps  and  dis- 
pensing fitments  in  pvc  and  other  materials, 
all  illustrated  in  a  four-colour  brochure. 
A  design  department  can  satisfy  individual 
requirements  and  there  are  screen  printing 
facilities.  Their  UK  agents  are  Dines 
Plastics  Ltd,  Whitehall  Lane,  Grays,  Essex. 

continued  on  p647 
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Biggest  seller. 


Digestif 


Rennie 

Tablets 

Quickly  relieve  indigestion 


25  Tablets 


Biggest  advertiser. 


Digestif 


Rennie 

Tablets 

Quickly  relieve  indigestion 


Biggest  moneymaker. 


Digestif 


Rennie 

Tablets 

Quickly  relieve  indigestion 


25  Tablets 


No  other  brand  turns  over  faster,  builds  profits  more  quickly 
than  the  brand  leader.  Rennie  is  Britain's  leading  brand  of  indigestion  tablet. 

The  biggest  seller.  The  most  heavily  advertised.  The  one  most  people  prefer. 
So  no  matter  how  many  other  brands  of  indigestion  tablets  you  stock, 
never  run  out  of  Rennie.  Rennie  can  earn  you  more  money. 


Stock  the  brand  leader. 
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Numark  promotions 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd, 
Mallinson  House,  32 1  Chase  Road,  South- 
gate,  London  N14  6JN  will  be  offering 
tlieir  members  the  following  products  in 
their  June  promotion :  Aquafresh  "bargain 
pack"  toothpaste;  Brut  33  antiperspirant 
and  deodorant ;  Vaseline  petroleum  jelly  ; 
Robinsons  barley  water;  and  Johnsons 
cotton  buds.  The  promotion  will  run  from 
June  2-14  and  all  promotional  material 
will  carry  a  holiday/seaside  scene  motif. 

Provisional  products  in  t'^e  July  pro- 
motion are  Arrid  Plus;  Bristows  Shampoo; 
Band-Aid  or  Elastoplast  plasters  ;  In-Step  ; 
Babettes ;  Wilkinson  Sword  blades ;  Brut 
33  Splast-on ;  Jordan  toothbrushes  and 
SR. 

Weight  Watchers  vouchers 

The  Weight  Watchers  registration  vouchers 
(last  week,  p594),  are  to  be  sent  to  Weight 
Watchers  and  not  Crookes  Anestan  Ltd. 

Sales  'broke  records' 

Shaws  Veterinary  Chemists  Ltd,  50  Weston 
Road,  Aston  Clinton,  Aylesbury,  Bucks 
HP22  5EH  "broke  all  sales  records  for 
the  third  consecutive  year"  at  the  British 
Pet  Trade  Fair  at  Harrogate,  where  they 
showed   three   of  their  products.  Shaws 


were  featured  recently  on  the  television 
programme,  Nationwide,  when  a  sales 
executive  of  the  company  was  interviewed 
about  the  company's  products. 

Cutex  summer  colour 

A  range  of  six  new  nail  colours  has  been 
introduced  by  Chesebrough  Ponds  Ltd, 
Victoria  Road,  London  NW10  6NA  to  the 
Cutex  range.  The  colours  are  blue  bloom, 
redberry,  crushed  grape,  buttercup  yellow, 
cranberry  and  willow  green  and  are  in 
opaline  (£040)  and  creme  forms  (£0  35). 

Kotex  are  soluble 

Kotex  feminine  towels  should  have  been 
classified  as  soluble  (along  with  Kotex 
New  Freedom)  in  the  review  of  the 
sanitary  protection  market  (April  26). 

Christmas  shows 

The  Eylure  group  of  companies  will  hold 
their  Christmas  showrooms  at  the  follow- 
ing hotels:  Central  Hotel,  Glasgow  Gl 
3SF,  June  16-19;  Hendon  Hall  Hotel, 
London  NW4,  June  16-19;  Hotel  Majestic, 
Harrogate,  York,  June  23-26;  Five  Bridges 
Hotel,  Gateshead  8,  co  Durham,  June  30- 
July  3;  Midland  Hotel,  Birmingham,  July 
7-10;  Hotel  Metropole,  Brighton,  July  7- 
10;  Hotel  Piccadilly,  Manchester,  July  14- 
17. 

Correction 

Additional  lots  of  Thiotepa  wrongly- 
labelled  cartons  (C&D,  April  26,  p549) 
are  5790-407-352-1-104  and  4053-414- 
327-1  [corrected  note]. 

Bonus  offers 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co  Ltd,  Oldbury, 
Warley,  West  Midlands  B69  3BB.  Aidex 
burn  and  wound  cream.  14  tubes  invoiced 
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as  12  on  direct  orders  of  three  dozen  and 
over  (until  end  of  May). 
Solport  Brothers  Ltd,  Portia  House, 
Goring  Street,  Goring  by  Sea,  Worthing, 
Sussex.  Watersprite  face  cloths.  13  cartons 
as  12. 

Potter  &  Clarke  Ltd,  9  Wellesley  Road, 
Croydon,  Surrey.  Wasp-eze.  13  as  12. 


on  TV 

next  week 


Ln — London;  M — Midland;  Lc — Lancashire; 

Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 

West;  So — South;  NE— North-east:  A— Anglia; 

U— Ulster;  We — Westward;  B— Border; 

G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands. 

Body  Mist:  All  areas 
Bristows  hairspray:  All  areas 
Carnation  Slender:  All  except  U,  E,  CI 
Close-up:  All  areas 
Divi-Dent:  Ln,  So 

Great  Lash  mascara:  All  except  U 

Lady  Grecian  2000:  All  areas 

Mitchum  Thayer:  Ln,  So,  U,  M,  Sc,  G,  CI 

Philips  Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  WW,  So,  A,  We 

Polaroid  Colour  Swinger:  All  areas 

Rinstead  pastilles:  So 

Sudden  Tan:  Y 

Tegrin:  Ln,  M,  Y,  NE,  A,  U,  B 

Vapona:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE,  WW,  So,  A, 

CI,  U,  B 

Vichy  skin  care  range:  Ln,  So,  B 


Prescrptbn 


VENTOLIN  respirator  solution 

Manufacturer    Allen    &    Hanburys  Ltd, 
Bethnal  Green,  London  E2  6LA 
Description  Aqueous  colourless  solution 
of  salbutamol   05  per  cent  as  sulphate 
adjusted  to  pH  3  5 

Indications  For  use  in  conjunction  with 
intermittent  positive-pressure  ventilation 
in  treatment  of  status  asthmaticus  and 
other  forms  of  severe  bronchospasm 
Contraindications  etc  As  for  other  Ven- 
tolin preparations.  Not  for  injection 
Dosage  Either:  the  solution  is  diluted  to 
contain  50-100mcg  per  ml  and  adminis- 
tered as  an  aerosol  generated  by  inter- 
mittent positive-pressure  or  other  nebuliser 
at  the  rate  of  l-2mg  salbutamol  per  hour; 
or:  intermittent  administration  with 
undiluted  solution.  2ml  of  nebulised  solu- 
tion (lOmg  salbutamol)  is  administered  in 
oxygen-enriched  air  through  an  inter- 
mittent positive-pressure  ventilator  over 
about  3  minutes.  May  be  repeated  tour 
times  daily.  Solution  in  nebulisers  should 
be  replaced  daily 

Storage  Protect  from  light.  Once  vial 
opened,  contents  should  be  discarded 
after  one  month 

Dispensing  diluent  Sterile  distilled  water 


or  normal  saline  for  injection  to  prepare 

a  1  in  100  or  1  in  50  solution 

Packs    10ml    screw-capped    bottle    (£1  00 

Trade  not  as  shown  in  Price  List). 

Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 

Issued  May  1975 

IMODIUM  capsules 

Manufacturer  Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd, 
Janssen  House,  Chapel  Street,  Marlow, 
Bucks  SL7  1ET 

Description  Hard  gelatin  capsule  with  dark 
green,  opaque  cap  and  light  green  opaque 
body  with  "Janssen"  printed  in  white,  con- 
taining loperamide  hydrochloride  2mg 
Indications  Symptomatic  control  of  acute 
diarrhoea  associated  with  gastro-enteritis, 
"travellers'  diarrhoea",  infective  diarrhoeas 
including  bacillary  and  amoebic  dysenteries 
and  acute  exacerbations  of  chronic 
diarrhoea 

Dosage  Adults:  Two  capsules  initially, 
followed  by  one  after  each  loose  stool. 
Usual  dose  three  to  four  daily,  maximum 
eight  daily.  Children:  One  initially  (based 
on  dose  of  0  lmg  per  kg)  followed  by  one 
after  each  loose  stool.  Maximum  four  to 
six  daily  according  to  age 
Precautions  Caution  during  first  trimester 
of  pregnancy 

Packs  12  capsules  (£0  85  trade)  and  60 
capsules  (£3  95) 

Supply    restrictions    Interim  prescription 
only  order 
Issued  May  1975 

Notes  Loperamide  selectively  slows  intest- 
inal motility.  It  specifically  inhibits  peris- 
talsis  by   direct   effect   on   circular  and 


longitudinal  muscles  of  intestinal  wall  by 
interaction  with  cholinergic  and  non- 
cholinergic  neuronal  mechanisms 

ISOPTO  EPINAL  0-5  per  cent  and 
1-0  per  cent  solution 

Manufacturer  Alcon  Laboratories  (UK) 
Lid,  8  Pinecroft,  Marlow,  Bucks.  Distribu- 
tors Farillon  Ltd,  Chesham  House, 
Chesham  Close,  Romford  RMl  4JX 
Description  Clear,  colourless  to  light 
yellow,  sterile,  aqueous  solution  contain- 
ing 05  per  cent  or  1  per  cent  L- 
epinephrine,  stabilised  as  borate  complex, 
with  ascorbic  acid  and  N-acetyl-L-cysteine 
as  anti-oxidant  system 
Indications  Simple  (open  angle)  glaucoma 
Contraindications  Narrow  angle  glaucoma. 
Not  to  be  used  until  diagnosis  of  glaucoma 
has  been  verified.  Not  for  injection 
Method  of  use  Usually  one  drop  once  or 
twice  daily.  When  used  with  miotics,  should 
be  instilled  5-10  minutes  after  the  miotic 
drug.  May  be  used  with  carbonic  anhy- 
drase  inhibitors  in  selected  cases 
Precautions  Care  in  hypertensive  cardio- 
vascular disease 

Side  effects  Prolonged  use  may  produce 
extra-cellular  pigmentation,  Rarely,  head- 
aches, palpitation,  pallor,  tachycardia, 
trembling  and  perspiration  have  occurred. 
Stinging  may  occur  after  instillation  with 
lebound  redness 
Shelf  life  2  years 

Packs  7  5  ml  amber  glass  bottles  0  5  per 
cent  (£0  80,  trade)  and  1  per  cent  (£0  82) 
Supply  restrictions  PI 
Issued  May  1975 
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A  man  and  his  pharmacy 

Youngest  on  Council 
— but  he's  no  beginner! 


David  Dalglish  may  be  the  youngest 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council,  but  he  is  by  no  means  the  in- 
experienced "politician"  his  29  years 
might  suggest. 

His  name  first  came  into  the  pharma- 
ceutical Press  in  1968  when  as  a  Heriot- 
Watt  delegate  to  the  annual  conference  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Asso- 
ciation, he  made  his  presence  felt  sufficient- 
ly to  be  elected  to  the  post  of  assistant 
editor  of  Future  Pharmacist.  Never  afraid 
to  express  his  own  opinion  he  was — and  is 
— a  "persistent  listener"  to  the  views  of 
others.  At  these  early  conferences  Mr 
Dalglish  took  every  opportunity  to  button- 
hole the  leaders  and  commentators  of  the 
day  who  addressed  or  attended  meetings, 
finding  out  as  much  as  he  could  about 
the  "why  and  how"  of  pharmaceutical 
politics  before  formulating  his  own  ideas 
on  "what". 

A  favourite  quote 

The  1969  conference  saw  his  election  as 
BPSA  treasurer,  and  in  1970 — during  his 
preregistration  year — he  undertook  the  de- 
manding presidency.  It  was  at  the  1970 
conference  that  C&D's  Students'  Review 
reported  one  of  Mr  Dalglish's  most  treas- 
ured— and  topical — quotes;  on  a  motion 
relating  to  admission  of  BSPA  observers 
to  Council  Education  Committee  meetings: 
"Sixty-year-old  men  are  deciding  how 
pharmaceutical  education  is  to  be  run." 

Surprisingly,  in  view  of  his  later  dedi- 
cation, pharmacy  was  not  Mr  Dalglish's 
first  choice  of  a  career.  Both  his  parents 
were  pharmacists — Mr  D.  J.  and  Mrs 
Anne  Dalglish — and  his  father  had  the 
business  in  Aberfeldy,  Perthshire,  David 
junior  runs  today.  But  it  was  to  a  local 
bank  that  he  first  turned  when  leaving 
school  in  1963,  and  it  took  some  two  years 
for  him  to  realise  that  he  was  more  in- 
terested in  people  than  figures.  Even  the 
path  through  university  was  not  taken 
without  hesitation,  however,  and  he 
"rested"  between  the  second  and  third 
years — teaching  mathematics  for  a  year  in 
a  junior  secondary  school! 

After  graduating  from  Heriot-Watt,  Mr 
Dalglish  undertook  the  pre-registration 
year  in  his  father's  pharmacy  and  three 
years  later,  on  the  latter's  retirement  (aged 
81),  took  command  of  the  business.  It  was 
not  his  first  taste  of  proprietorship,  how- 
ever, for  with  his  father's  locum,  Mrs 
Janet  Boardman,  MPS,  he  had  taken  over 
a  pharmacy  in  Dunkeld,  a  small  village  15 
miles  away  on  the  Great  North  Road.  This 
venture  might  be  seen  as  a  young  man  put- 
ting his  views  into  practice  as  well  as  (not 
instead  of)  talking  about  them.  A  pharma- 
ceutical service  was  needed,  and  Mr 
Dalglish  is  the  sort  of  pharmacist  who 
would  set  out  to  ensure  it  continued,  un- 
daunted by  the  meagre  village  population 


of  1,000.  The  business  naturally  attracts 
a  rural  subsidy,  and  employs  only  a  phar- 
macist and  one  full-time  assistant. 

Aberfeldy,  on  the  other  hand,  boasts  a 
general  practice  and  a  cottage  hospital. 
The  Dalglish  pharmacy  provides  a  drug 
supply  service  on  contract  to  the  latter 
but  although  often  consulted  by  the  hos- 
pital's nursing  staff,  there  is  no  direct 
involvement.  Mr  Dalglish  is  hopeful  that 
that  will  come,  however,  because  the  chief 
administrative  pharmaceutical  officer  is 
keen  to  develop  a  general  practice  phar- 
macy relationship  with  hospitals  unable  to 
support  a  full-time  pharmaceutical  service. 

Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  are,  of  course,  regularly  attacked 
for  their  failure  to  recognise  general  prac- 
tice problems.  It  is  a  charge  that  cannot 
be  levelled  against  Mr  Dalglish.  All  his 
professional  principles  are  put  into  prac- 
tice— he  has  instituted  a  patient-record 
system,  for  example  (it  was  fully  described 
in  a  C&D  article,  December  8,  1972,  p848) 
— but  with  a  business  doing  only  30  per 
cent  NHS,  he  is  fully  committed  to  com- 
mercial survival  and  expansion.  The  ex- 
pansion nevertheless  always  comes  from 
"traditional"  merchandise — a  "free  film" 
service  adds  to  the  photographic  turnover, 
diversification  (vital  in  most  village  phar- 
macies) involves  items  such  as  dyes  rather 
than  tights,  while  health  foods  have  as- 
sumed increasing  importance  through  the 
personal  interest  of  Mr  Stewart  Hunt, 
MPS,  manager  of  the  Dunkeld  shop  and  a 
former  hospital  chief  pharmacist.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  counter  trade,  Aberfeldy  is 
a  holiday  centre  and  the  tourists  do  much 
to  bolster  turnover. 

Professional  diversification  is  not  for- 
gotten, however,  and  Mr  Dalglish  is  en- 
gaged in  building  up  the  veterinary  busi- 
ness. Extensions  just  completed  have 
provided  an  L-shaped  shop,  the  "leg"  of 
which  has  been  transformed  into  a  "pro- 
fessional" area,  selling  animal  medicines 
and  medical  sundries  such  as  trusses  and 
disposable  bed  pans. 

Competitive  businessman 

Further  evidence  of  Mr  Dalglish's  "hard 
commercial  centre"  is  given  by  his  mem- 
bership of  the  ICML  voluntary  trading 
organisation.  There  is  no  local  pharma- 
ceutical competition,  of  course,  but  he 
says:  "We  have  to  compete  even  with 
Perth.  30  miles  away,  because  country 
people  Ihink  nothing  of  going  that  far  to 
shop.  But  we  also  do  price  promotion  be- 
cause as  a  businessman  I  feel  I  must  give 
value  for  money  I  try  to  keep  the  appear- 
ance professional,  however,  and  that  is 
helped  by  displays  of  health  education 
material  such  as  kidney  donor  cards.  We 
need  the  latest  Department  of  Health  leaf- 
lets on  refunds  etc.  because  a  country 
pharmacy  has  to  provide  that  sort  of  help 


Patient  records  are  one  of  David 
Dalglish's  innovations 

to  the  public.  It  is  a  question  of  keeping 
a  balance  between  that  which  sells  and 
that  which  informs." 

After  the  refit  the  Aberfeldy  premises 
is  now  about  l,200sq  ft — carpeted  through- 
out, including  the  dispensary!  Typically 
for  someone  so  involved  in  his  community 
(more  of  that  later),  Mr  Dalglish  had  all 
the  work  done  by  local  tradesmen,  with 
the  exception  of  a  false  ceiling.  Some  idea 
of  the  business'  progress  can  be  obtained 
from  the  fact  that  the  refit  comes  only 
two-and-a-half  years  after  the  last,  and 
doubles  the  shop  area.  Until  1972  the  shop 
was  unbelievably  only  64sq  ft,  with  tra- 
ditional counters  and  drug  runs. 

The  dispensary  is  small — only  lOOsq  ft 
with  an  office  for  patient  records,  etc,  lead- 
ing off.  "Script  numbers  are  what  others 
might  regard  as  uneconomic,  but  I  feel  we 
are  providing  a  service  and  it  is  only  by  a 
good  counter  trade  that  we  can  do  it." 

Policies 

How  does  a  young  pharmacist  with  this 
background  view  the  present  state  and 
future  of  his  profession?  "I  came  to  Coun- 
cil with  the  same  sort  of  ideals  as  every- 
one else",  he  says  "'and  like  everyone  else 
I  set  out  to  be  a  reformer.  My  prime  con- 
cerns were  with  rural  dispensing,  the  plight 
of  employee  pharmacists,  involvement  of 
the  Society  with  remuneration  and  the 
NHS  contract,  and  I  have  developed  a 
major  interest  in  postgraduate  education 
and  the  pre-registration  year. 

"Nothing  I  have  seen  in  the  past  12 
months  suggests  that  they  were  the  wrong 
ideals,  but  my  greatest  disappointment  is 
that  we  didn't  manage  to  get  the  idea  of  a 
'think  tank'  off  the  ground.  The  Society 
tends  to  think  only  about  day-to-day  prob- 
lems and  my  contention  is  that  to  facilitate 
long-term  planning  there  should  be  a  cen- 
tral unit,  adequately  staffed,  to  direct  work- 
ing parties,  prepare  papers  for  Council, 
etc,  all  looking  to  the  future.  As  things 
stand,  the  lack  of  forward  planning  means 
educationalists  have  too  little  time  to  adjust 
their  courses  to  the  needs  of  the  profession 
— it  takes  at  least  five  years  to  change 
direction  and  things  are  made  terribly  diffi- 
cult if  even  Council  does  not  know  the 
right  direction!" 

continued  on  p651 
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Dethlac  clobbers  crawlers. 


One  spray  where  they  crawl 
goes  on  killing  for  months. 

Ants,  cockroaches,  spiders,  beetles, 
earwigs.  Dethlac  insecticidal  lacquer  kills  all 
crawling  insects.  Indoors  or  out. 

Because  Dethlac  is  a  lacquer  spray  (not 
a  space  spray)  a  single  application  lasts  for 
months.  Even  if  the  surface  is  washed  with 
detergents. 

Easy  to  apply.  Dethlac  is  sprayed  on  any 
non-absorbent  surface  where  insects 
are  spotted  -  doors,  window  frames,  steps, 
shelves . . .  There  is  no  mess,  no  lingering 
odour,  no  stickiness.  Dethlac  immediately 
dries  to  a  hard,  clear  film  so  there  is  no  danger 
to  children  or  pets. 

Stock  up  now.  Creepers  and  crawlers 
are  on  the  move  early  this  year.  So  order 
Dethlac  today.  And  help  your  customers  get 
rid  of  what's  bugging  them. 


iitlS  ANTS  AND  COCKRG40W 

10  ALL  CRAWLING  INSECTS  . 


•B'ETHl^ 


Other  products  in  the 
Dethlac  range. 

Dethlac  Fly  Killer  Space  Spray 
quickly  deals  with  wasps, 
mosquitoes,  flies,  moths  and 
midges.  Dethlac  Slow  Release 
Fly  Strip  goes  on  killing 
flying  insects  for  up  to  4  months. 


U$S  ONLY  AS  AN  INSECTICIDE'  j 
(PRODUCT  CONTAINS  1.74%  SMlf 


Dethlac. 
Now  from 

DeWitts. 


SEE  YOUR  DEWITT  REPRESENTATIVE  Seymour  Road,  London  E10  7LX. 
ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL  BONUS  DEALS.        Telephone  01-539  3334 
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WERE  TELLING  YOUR  CUSTOMERS 
FORMULA  16  WONTCAUSE 

AN  OVERNIGHT  SENSATION. 
WE'RE  TELLING  YOU  IT  WILL. 


Formula  16  brings  back  natural  looking 
colour  to  grey  hair,  gradually.  So  there's  no 
embarrassing  overnight  change. 

But  while  it  won't  cause  an  overnight 
sensation  for  your  customers,  it  could  easily 
prove  to  be  one  for  you. 

New  Lady  Formula  16 

To  start  with,  we  re  introducing  a 
brand  new  product-  Lady  Formula  16- 
to  complement  the  original  world-leading 
Formula  16. 

New  packs 

We're  repackaging  both  new  Lady 
Formula  16  and  the  original  Formula  16  in 
bright, eye-catching,  research-proven  packs. 

£100,000  support 

And  we're  putting  £100,000  in  promotion 
behind  them.  Including  the  most  intensive 


^^^^^ 


advertising  campaign  ever. To  make  sure 
your  sales  are  as  sensational  as  they 
should  be. 

13,000,000  men,  15,000,000 women 

We've  got  dominant  spaces  in  the 
national  press,  in  home  interest  and  women's 
magazines.  Reaching  over  15,000,000 women 
and  more  than  13,000,000  men. 

So,  if  you're  not  already  stocking 
Formula  16  and  new  Lady  Formula  16,  now's 
the  time  to  do  so. 

Just  contact  your  nearest  wholesaler  or 
write  to  us  and  we'll  send  you  full  details. 

Then,  very  shortly,  when  you  spot  a  mass 
of  grey  hair  making  its  way  towards  your 
counters,  you'll  be  ready. 

L.  E.Vincent  &  Partners  Ltd.,  Kings  House, 
10  Haymarket,  London  SWT 


LADY 
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nens  hair 


It  will  cause  an  overnight  sensation. 

Sole  Distributors  Great  Britain:  E.C.  De  Witt  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Seymour  Road,  London  E10.Tel:01-539 ..3334 
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One  of  several  possible  views  of  the  well-stocked  shop  area.  The  dispensary  is  at 
the  end  of  the  "L"  on  the  left 


A  man  and  his  pharmacy 

continued  from  p648 

Mr  Dalglish  has  long  supported  the  idea 
of  a  "British  Pharmaceutical  Association" 
and  favours  the  medical  profession's 
GMC-BMA  type  of  division  of  responsi- 
bility. The  first  step,  he  believes,  would  be 
for  the  Jenkin  decision  to  be  cleared  up. 
allowing  the  Society  to  take  over  pro- 
fessional negotiation  and  leaving  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  to  concen- 
trate on  the  business  aspects  of  pharmacy. 
"At  present  there  are  so  many  organisa- 
tions, all  falling  over  each  other,  that 
decision-making  is  difficult",  he  maintains. 

Referring  to  these  other  bodies,  Mr 
Dalglish  would  like  to  see  the  NPU  sepa- 
rated from  the  Central  Contractors  Com- 
mittee which  should  be  directly  elected  by 
contractors.  The  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation,  in  which  the  elections  are 
rarely  contested,  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  Scotland  ("Scottish  con- 
tractors know  very  little  about  its  activi- 
ties") are  other  bodies  that  Mr  Dalglish 
sees  in  need  of  "democratisation"  in  the 
short-term.  Meanwhile  he  believes  the 
Society's  Council  could  and  should  make 
its  opinions  on  remuneration  known. 

For  the  future  Mr  Dalglish  hopes  the 
profession  will  look  more  closely  at  its 
own  standards  of  practice  so  that  the  new 
generation  of  pharmacists  will  obtain  ex- 
perience in  the  correct  environment.  He 
supports  the  Society's  call  for  a  planned 
pharmaceutical  service  because  he  sees  it 
leading  to  registration  of  patients  with 
pharmacies — something  he  has  called  for 
since  student  days. 

David  Dalglish  is,  then,  a  young  man 
with  ideas  and  the  conviction  to  put  them 
into  practice  at  a  personal  level.  His  first 
move  into  senior  pharmaceutical  politics 
came  in  1973  when  he  was  second  in  the 
poll  for  the  Society's  Scottish  Executive, 
but  it  was  not  his  first  move  in  general 
politics.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has 
been  an  Independent  member  of  Aberfeldy 
Town  Council  and  served  on  the  steering 
committee  for  Perth  and  Kinross  local 
government  reorganisation.  He  stood  in 
last  year's  district  council  elections  as  a 
Scottish  Nationalist  but  was  narrowly  de- 
feated; he  is  an  executive  member  of 
Atholl  and  Breadalbane  Council  of  Social 


Services,  past  chairman  and  present  pub- 
licity officer  of  Aberfeldy  Tourist  Board, 
and  an  elder  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 


In  local  pharmaceutical  affairs  he  is 
chairman  of  the  Dundee  and  Eastern 
Scottish  Branch  of  the  Society  and  holds 
the  onerous  office  of  treasurer  for  the  1976 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  St 
Andrews.  He  is  married  with  two  children 
and  his  wife,  Barbara,  keeps  the  patient 
records  at  the  Aberfeldy  pharmacy.  'Spare 
time'  activities?  Stamp  collecting  and 
modei  railways —"and  I  play  golf  (o  keep 
me  sane." 

The  future 

Summing  up  his  first  impression  of 
Council,  Mr  Dalglish  says:  "I  have  been 
in  local  government  long  enough  to  know 
that  things  do  not  happen  overnight.  1  feel 
that  we  can  start  moving,  however,  and  I 
have  found  a  lot  of  people  with  similar 
ideas  We  don't  always  agree  on  how  a 
problem  should  be  handled — the  way  to 
deal  with  the  Department  of  Health,  for 
example — but  I  can  now  see  how  their 
frustrations  have  arisen  and  realise  that 
there  is  a  limit  to  what  the  individual  can 
do  with  so  much  of  the  power  residing  in 
the  Society's  officers.  Nevertheless,  phar- 
macy has  come  a  long  way  in  the  past  20 
years  and  is  now  beginning  to  be  recog- 
nised as  a  profession." 


Open  Shop 

by  F.  P.  Tenner 

My  latest  representatives? 


I  have  received  details  of  a  new  body  to 
be  set  up  to  represent  chemist  contractors' 
interests  nationally.  I  applaud  the  concern 
of  the  pharmacists  who  are  launching  the 
organisation  but  I  must  ask  the  question 
— is  it  really  necessary? 

My  first  reaction  is  that  those  concerned 
must  feel  that  the  organisations  already  in 
existence  to  represent  us  are  failing  in 
their  duties.  Do  they  therefore  hope  that 
this  new  organisation  will  succeed  where 
established  ones  have  failed? 

If  there  are  weaknesses  in  the  present 
system  (and  I  accept  all  is  not  perfect) 
what  are  they?  Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe,  the 
newly  elected  chairman  of  the  NPU  has 
been  quoted  as  saying  that  branch  meetings 
are  poorly  attended  and  that  some  members 
do  not  read  the  communications  sent  to 
them.  Do  the  sponsors  of  this  new  body 
hope  that  members  will  read  their  com- 
munications and  give  them  the  time  and 
effort  necessary? 

The  NPU  is  faced  with  these  problems 
as  are  the  local  area  chemist  contractors 
committees.  But  through  the  parent  bodies 
and  their  local  branches  an  adequate 
system  exists  for  information  to  be  dis- 
seminated and  ideas  to  be  discussed  and 
debated.  Alas,  the  whole  system  is  being 
slowly  strangled  because  of  apathy  of  the 
rank-and-file  members.  I  am  most  dis- 
appointed that  only  a  handful  of  members 
attend  the  meetings,  leaving  things  to  a 
small  core  of  members  who  care — who 
would  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  they  do 
not  know  ali  the  answers  and  would 
welcome  ideas  and  suggestions. 

As  I  see  it,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
the  present  system.  It  only  needs  a  much 


larger  number  of  members  showing  interest 
and  concern;  with  dedication  and  some 
sacrifice  it  will  work. 

I  don't  doubt  the  enthusiasm  and 
concern  of  the  founder  members  of  this 
new  organisation  but  I  am  persuaded  that 
all  of  their  objectives  can  be  expressed  in 
the  present  set-up.  Unless  there  is  a  change 
of  heart  and  outlook  in  the  rank-and-file. 
1  cannot  see  this  Association  of  Chemist 
Contractors  being  successful. 

Progress 

I  do  not  wish  to  appear  complacent  for 
I  realise  there  are  many  problems  facing 
pharmacy,  particularly  in  the  sphere  of 
National  Health  dispensing.  There  are 
the  problems  of  rural  dispensing  and  the 
perennial  financial  terms.  But  I  believe 
that  if  we  ever  achieve  satisfactory 
remuneration,  much  of  the  criticism  and 
unrest  we  have  at  the  moment  would 
disappear  overnight.  I  am  not  so  naive  as 
to  believe  that  this  state  of  affairs  is  just 
round  the  comer  but  some  progress  has 
been  made.  I  welcome  the  new  offer  from 
the  Department  of  Health.  Progress  may 
be  slow,  which  no  doubt  is  anathema  to 
the  young  pharmacists,  but  I  have  been  in 
pharmacy  long  enough  to  accept  it  as  a 
fact  of  life. 

Idealism  has  to  be  tempered  with 
patience.  However,  there  is  always  hope 
when  a  group  of  young  pharmacists  go 
to  the  trouble  to  show  their  concern. 
Nevertheless,  I  think  that  this  can  be 
achieved  in  the  present  framewoi  :  of 
organisation.  I  do  not  think  we  want 
another. 
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Scottish  Department,  Pharmaceutical  Society 


Approach  to  Department  on 
'hospital  -  only  invoicing 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Scottish 
Executive  is  to  approach  the  Scottish 
Home  and  Health  Department  on  the 
question  of  invoicing  "hospital  only"  drugs 
ordered  on  FP  10s  following  the  Ex- 
ecutive's April  meeting. 

After  the  Executive's  January  meeting, 
a  letter  had  been  sent  to  Mr  M.  M. 
McNeill,  secretary,  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland)  requesting  the  Council's 
support  for  its  opinion  that  hospital 
pharmacies  supplying  specially  formulated 
hospital  medicinal  products  to  general 
practice  pharmacies  should  invoice  them 
to  the  contractor,  so  allowing  the  oncost 
to  apply  to  the  invoice  price.  The  Council 
replied  stating  agreement  to  the  proposal, 
but  felt  also  that  the  chief  administrative 
pharmaceutical  officers  should  disseminate 
the  appropriate  information  to  contractors 
in  their  own  areas  so  that  all  contractors 
would  know  the  formal  procedure  to 
adopt. 

The  SHHD  had  replied  to  the  Executive's 
concern  that  a  recent  advertisement  for 

Trials  for  'paper  pill' 
begin  in  Germany 

Schering  Chemicals  Ltd  are  to  begin 
clinical  trials  of  the  "paper  pill"  contra- 
ceptive pill  in  Germany.  Sheets  of  paper 
impregnated  with  oral  contraceptives  and 
perforated  like  stamps  are  already  being 
used  by  women  in  China. 

A  spokesman  from  Searle  told  C&D 
that  the  contraceptives  were  being 
developed  at  the  request  of  the  Inter- 
national Planned  Parenthood  Federation 
with  a  view  to  increasing  their  accept- 
ability in  the  developing  countries.  In  the 
UK,  the  new  dosage  form  was  being  tested 
for  its  bioavailability,  stability  etc: 
stability  presented  a  particular  problem  as 
a  large  amount  of  the  drug  was  exposed  to 
the  air.  One  advantage  was  the  reduced 
cost  of  transport  compared  with  tablets, 
another  was  that  dosage  instructions  could 
be  printed  directly  on  to  the  drug  which 
was  torn  off  and  chewed  daily. 

He  said  the  company  was  a  long  way 
from  marketing  the  preparation  in  the  UK 
but  they  hoped  to  start  large  scale  clinical 
trials  later  in  the  year. 

□  Two  studies  in  last  week's  British 
Medical  Journal  report  an  increased  risk 
of  myocardial  infarction  in  women  taking 
oral  contraceptives,  particularly  in  the 
older  age  groups  and  if  they  had  other 
predisposing  factors. 

Dr  J.  I.  Mann,  Mr  M.  P.  Vessey, 
Margaret  Thorogood  and  Sir  Richard 
Doll,  University  of  Oxford,  say  that 
current  oral  contraceptive  use,  heavy 
cigarette  smoking,  treated  hypertension  and 
diabetes,  pre-eclamptic  toxaemia  and 
obesity  were  found  more  often  in  patients 


the  Highland  area  CAPO  had  limited 
applications  to  pharmacists  in  practice  in 
Scotland.  The  reply  stated  that  it  was  the 
normal  practice  of  the  Staff  Commission 
to  restrict  the  area  from  which  applicants 
might  be  drawn.  For  the  post  concerned, 
the  Commission  had  indicated  that  any 
pharmacist  operating  in  Scotland  might 
apply  and  it  did  not  usually  advise  that 
applicants  be  sought  from  outside  of 
Scotland  unless  there  was  known  to  be  a 
dearth  of  suitable  applicants  there. 

The  Executive  discussed  the  need  for 
a  set  procedure  for  filling  future  CAPO 
posts.  The  SHHD  had  not  given  a  definite 
answer  on  the  subject  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  resident  secretary  should  write 
reiterating  the  need  for  such  a  procedure 
to  be  adopted  and  requesting  consultation. 

Other  points  from  the  meeting  included: 
□  It  was  noted  with  regret  that  there 
pharmacists  had  not  been  reappointed  to 
area  health  boards;  reappointments  are 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scot- 
land following  consultation  with  profes- 


with  myocardial  infarction  than  their 
controls.  They  suggest  that  the  combined 
effect  of  risk  factors  is  synergistic. 

The  other  study,  by  Dr  W.  H.  W. 
Inman,  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medi- 
cines, and  Dr  Mann,  showed  that  in  219 
deaths  from  myocardial  infarction,  the 
frequency  of  use  of  oral  contraceptives 
during  the  month  before  death  was 
singnificantly  greater  than  in  living  age- 
matched  controls.  The  number  being 
treated  for  hypertension  or  diabetes  was 
also  greater  than  in  the  controls  and  the 
risk  of  coronary  thrombosis  associated 
with  the  "pill"  was  five  times  greater  than 
in  women  aged  40  to  44. 

Condom  effectiveness 

For  couples  who  are  highly  motivated 
towards  family  planning,  the  degree  of 
security  offered  by  the  condom  can  be 
greater  than  is  commonly  supposed, 
according  to  researchers  at  the  Department 
of  Social  and  Community  Medicine, 
Oxford  University. 

In  a  survey  of  2,057  couples  using  this 
method  of  birth  control,  62  accidental 
pregnancies  occured  during  1,543  woman- 
years  of  exposure  to  risk,  representing  a 
use-effectiveness  pregnancy  rate  of  4  per 
100  woman-years.  There  were,  however, 
high  rates  of  discontinuation  during  the 
early  months  of  use  because  of  doubts 
about  the  method's  efficacy.  The  authors 
conclude  there  is  little  reason  to  encourage 
couples  to  change  to  a  more  modern 
method  of  contraception  with  its  possible 
hazards  unless  a  high  degree  of  security  is 
essential.  The  survey  was  reported  in  the 
first  edition  of  The  Journal  of  Family 
Planning  Doctors. 
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sional  bodies  including  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  which  had  recommended  renomina- 
tion  of  all  pharmacist  members  of  boards. 

□  The  annual  meeting  in  Edinburgh  is  to 
discuss  "A  24-hour  pharmaceutical  service" 
—a  subject  involving  both  hospital  and 
general  practice  pharmacists; 

□  The  1975  Scottish  Conference  is  to  be 
held  at  the  Royal  Scot  Hotel,  Edinburgh, 
November  1-2,  the  topic  being  "Pre- 
registration  experience";  Professor  H. 
Barber,  IP,  MD  would  give  the  Mac- 
morran  lecture. 

□  The  approved  collection  and  delivery 
service  for  Maud,  Aberdeenshire,  has  been 
discontinued  on  the  opening  of  a  new 
pharmacy  in  the  village,  but  a  new  collec- 
tion and  delivery  service  has  been  set  up 
at  Kinglassie,  Fife,  following  the  closure 
of  the  sole  pharmacy  there,  with  prescrip- 
tions being  dispensed  on  a  three-monthly 
rota  by  the  three  pharmacies  in  Cardenden. 
The  scheme  is  to  be  reviewed  after  nine 
months. 

□  It  had  been  suggested  that  CAPO 
should  take  a  greater  part  in  the  organisa- 
tion of  courses  for  pharmacists  engaged 
in  Part  IV  services;  the  courses  had,  in 
the  past  been  the  concern  of  branch 
secretaries  in  conjunction  with  schools  of 
pharmacy.  There  was  no  suggestion  that 
the  Scottish  Department  of  the  Society 
should  relinquish  its  role  as  co-ordinator 
of  courses  and  as  the  channel  for  pay- 
ment by  SHHD  to  course  organisers. 

□  A  new  branch  of  the  Society  is  to  be 
set  up  to  cover  the  Borders  Health  Board 
area. 


Letters 


For  NPU  attention 

Although  there  was  no  reply  to  the 
questions  asked  in  my  open  letter  to  NPU, 
I  am  again  writing  to  you  and  hope  to 
receive  answers  on  the  following  questions. 

□  Perhaps  someone  in  the  NPU  would 
inform  me  what  part  of  the  new  24  5 Op 
professional  fee  is  actually  remuneration 
for  dispensing  each  prescription. 

□  Re  the  16  per  cent  interest  on  money 
owing  to  us.  Surely  nothing  should  be 
added  to  the  professional  fee  or  oncost, 
as  this  will  give  these  figures  an  untrue 
reading.  If  we  do  receive  16  per  cent 
interest  on  money  owing  to  us  as  stated 
in  your  leaflet,  this  should  be  seen  as  an 
entirely  separate  item. 

Whilst  the  new  rates  (unfortunately  as 
yet  minus  premises  allowance)  are  very 
acceptable,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that 
rota  fees  in  Scotland  from  July  1972  are, 
Sundays,  public  holidays  and  early  closing 
days  £4  per  hour,  and  £2  per  hour  on 
remaining  weekdays.  Are  we  going  to 
receive  three  years  back  pay? 

Ernest  E.  Spencer 
Nottingham 

Appreciated 

After  nearly  100  years  our  pharmacy  has 
closed.  The  staff  and  management  thank 
you  for  the  valuable  services  of  the  C&D 
over  many  years.  ALN. 
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Here's  something 

to  get  your 
hands  on  fast!  r 


Cuticura 


Cuticura 

MiLDLY  MEDICATED 
TALCUM  POWDER 

w  Cuticura  1 

SK*  IE 
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Cuticura 

MILDLY  MEDICATED 
TALCUM  POWDER 

mm '  Cuticura 

■rSKINGARB1 


DtY  MEDICATED 

TALCUM  POWDER 

Cuticura 

SKIKGARE 
TOKEN 


80g=l  token 


120g=2  tokens 


300g=3  tokens 


Cuticura  are  giving  your  customers  a  FREE 
Cuticura  Hand  Cream  tube  worth  I8p 


Yes,  it's  another  great  incentive  from  Cuticura.  An  18p  tube 
of  Hand  Cream  -free  -for  3  tokens  from  Cuticura  mildly 
medicated  Talcum  Powder  for  your  customers:- 
80g  size=l  token;  120g  size= 
2  tokens;  300g  size=3  tokens. 

It's  a  good  offer,  structured 
well.  All  three  sizes  carry  the 
necessary  stickers-and  your 
customers  will  be  trying  to  get 
their  hands  on  enough  to  make  up 
the  3  tokens  that  will  bring  them       \  C *  - 
the  free  Hand  Cream. 

So,  make  sure  you  get  your  hands  on  stocks  of 
all  sizes  of  the  specially  flashed  Cuticura  mildly 
medicated  Talcum  Powder  tins.  They  won't  be  on 
your  hands  for  long. 


Cuticuirai 

Cuticura  Laboratories  Ltd,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 
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Collis  Browoe 


GDI 

On  sale  without  prescription 
as  throughout  the  past  century 


Sole  Proprietors:- 

J.T. DAVENPORT  LTD 
83-87  Union  Street 

London  S.E.I 


The  Triangle  Trust 
helps  people  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 


The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  is  an  indepen- 
dent charitable  trust  administered  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is  the  relief  of 
hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependents  employed,  or  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth.  Such 
relief  may  include  assistance  with  the  educa- 
tional expenses  of  children. 

The  Trustees  are  also  prepared  to  consider 
applications  for  financial  assistance,  beyond 
the  scope  of  an  employer's  responsibilities, 
with  education  or  training  in  general  or  special 
subjects,  including  music  and  the  arts. 


For  additional  information,  or  to  apply  for 
assistance,  write  to: 

The  Secretary,  Dept  CD 
The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund 
Clarges  House,  6-12,  Clarges  Street 
Londen  W1Y  8DH 


FROM  MAY  THE  BRITISH  SUN 
BECOMES  AS  PROFITABLE 
AS  THE  MEDITERRANEAN  SUN 


Bergasol  has  now  started  arriving  in  your 
shops,  and  the  Bergasol  consumer  advertising 
campaign  is  about  to  begin. 

So  if  you  ordered  Bergasol,  from  your 
Chefaro  rep.,  get  your  till  ready  because  people 
can  only  buy  it  from  pharmacy  outlets. 

If  you  haven't  ordered  your  Bergasol  display 
unit  yet  there's  still  a  week  or  two  before  we 
officially  start  the  British  summer. 

So  getyour  bikini  out, polish  your  sunglasses, 
and  see  your  Chefaro  rep.,  or  wholesaler  now. 

Oh  yes,  and  if  you  don't  want  to  be  the  only 
untanned  person  in  your  neighbourhood, 
keep  a  bottle  for  yourself. 


HHP 
Wggm 


3111115 

IhhBr 


Bergasol.  Makes  the  most  of  the  sun. 
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Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals 
seeking  more  capital 

Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  are  making 
a  rights  issue  of  2,104,671  Ordinary  shares 
at  40p  each  on  a  basis  of  one  for  every 
four  held.  Pre-tax  profit  for  year  ended 
April  30  is  estimated  to  be  not  less  than 
the  £L45m  for  1973-74.  The  board  predicts 
a  second  interim  of  1  22p  a  share  and  a 
final  of  115p. 

CIBA-Geigy  and  Airwick 
integration  plans 

Following  CIBA-Geigy's  acquisition  of 
Airwick  Industries  Inc  last  year,  the 
consumer  products  business  of  CIBA- 
Geigy  is  to  be  merged  on  a  worldwide 
basis  with  Airwick,  and  an  international 
headquarters  is  being  established  at 
Carlstadt,  New  Jersey,  USA.  In  the  UK  it 
is  proposed  that  the  activities  of  the 
consumer  products  business  of  CIBA- 
Geigy  (UK)  Ltd  will  be  integrated  with 
those  of  Airkem  (Export)  Ltd,  the  UK 
subsidiary  of  Airwick  Industries,  Inc,  by 
early  1976. 

Airkem  located  at  Hitchin,  Herts,  acts 
as  the  production  and  supply  point  for 
Airwick  distributors  within  the  Eastern 
Hemisphere. 

Mr  Owen  Davies  is  appointed  managing 
director  of  Airkem  whilst  retaining  his 
current  position  as  general  manager  of 
the  consumer  products  business  of  CIBA- 
Geigy  (UK). 

Bristol  Laboratories  look 
confidently  to  the  future 

William  R.  Miller,  British-born  president 
of  Bristol-Myers  Co's  international 
division,  expressed  full  confidence  in  the 
future  growth  of  the  corporation  in 
Britain,  when  he  spoke  at  the  company's 
tenth  anniversary  presentations. 

There  are  many  signs,  said  Mr  Miller, 
that  American  companies  were  cutting 
back  their  international  operations  and 
pulling  out  of  the  UK  but  Bristol-Myers 
was  doing  the  opposite.  In  spite  of  world 
wide  economic  difficulties,  the  division 
showed  strong  market  growth  in  1974, 
with  a  sales  increase  of  20  per  cent. 

The  corporation's  sales  for  1974 
increased  to  a  record  figure  of  almost 
$  1,600m.  Net  earnings  were  up  18  per  cent 
to  over  S120m.  Research  and  development 
accounted  for  $54  5m  in  1974. 

Government  accused  of 
understating  EDC's  success 

Some  of  the  success  already  achieved  in 
voluntary  industry  planning  by  the 
Chemicals  and  other  Economic  Develop- 
ment Councils  (the  little  Neddys)  is  being 


either  ignored  or  under-rated  by  Govern- 
ment, Mr  Martin  Trowbridge,  director 
general  of  the  Chemical  Industries  Asso- 
ciation told  chemical  industry  executives 
in  Manchester  recently. 

At  a  two-day  seminar  in  London, 
representatives  of  a  wide  range  of  com- 
panies studied  five  key  aspects  of  the 
chemicals  business  and  their  implications 
for  company  boards  in  terms  of  health 
and  safety.  These  were  plant  design,  com- 
pany organisation,  manufacturing  opera- 
tions, marketing  and  distribution,  and 
measuring  and  accounting  for  safety  per- 
formance. The  seminar  was  the  first  in  a 
new  series  run  by  the  industry's  Safety 
Council  for  senior  managers. 

Croda's  offer  for  Midland- 
Yorkshire  rejected 

In  rejecting  the  offer  of  Croda  Inter- 
national Ltd  for  Midland-Yorkshire  Hold- 
ings Ltd  (C&D,  April  5,  p463),  the 
Midland- Yorkshire  board  say  that  on  the 
basis  of  Croda's  1974  dividend,  accept- 
ance of  its  share  offer  would  mean  a  57 
per  cent  drop  in  income.  It  also  argues 
that  a  takeover  would  give  Croda  the 
benefit  of  M-Y's  investment  in  quoted 
company  E.  E.  Jeavons,  property  valued 
at  £lm  and  cash  and  short-term  invest- 
ments of  a  further  £lm.  Book  net  assets 
are  stated  to  be  408p  a  share.  Above  all, 
pre-tax  profits  for  the  year  to  last  March 
worked  out  at  £2  57m  and  are  forecast 
to  rise  to  £3 -2m  this  year.  The  alternative 
cash  offer  of  360p  a  share  is  described  as 
"totally  inadequate". 

Lines  group  continue 
to  diversify 

Britpack  Ltd,  Lincoln,  an  independent 
contract  manufacturing  and  packaging 
concern  and  the  largest  member  oi  a 
group  of  associated  companies  with 
interests  ranging  from  animal  health  pro- 
ducts, pet  foods  to  agrochemicals  and 
horticultural  chemicals  has  now  entered 
the  fragrance  market. 

One  of  the  companies,  Castle  Chemicals 
Ltd,  developed  the  LPT  plastic  aerosol 
container  and  in  association  with  a  per- 
fume house  chose  three  perfumes  which 
are  now  being  launched  under  the  name 
of  L'Avant  (see  638). 

Briefly 

The  pharmacy  of  .1.  H.  Bishop  Ltd  has 

closed  down  after  nearly  100  years  in 
business. 

Willows  Fiancis  Ltd:  Mr  J.  M.  Cummir.gs, 
managing  director,  has  resigned  from  the 
board. 

Mrs  E.  Haigh,  MPS,  has  closed  down  her 
pharmacy  at  145  Warren  Avenue,  Shirley, 
Southampton. 

Addmaster  Corporation  (UK)  Ltd  have 
opened  a  sales  and  service  centre  at  227 
High  Street,  Croydon. 

Photopia  International  Ltd:  Group  sales 
in  the  year  ended  April  30  were  sub- 
stantially in  excess  of  £6m  against  £5  07m 
in  the  previous  year.  Excluding  VAT. 
Warner-Lambert  Co,  USA,  increased 
their  sales  to  $507  11m  in  the  first  quarter 
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of  the  year  from  $431  82m  in  the  corres- 
ponding 1974  quarter.  Net  income  before 
tax  was  $7408m  ($67  94m). 

Paterson,  Zoehonis  Co  Ltd  have  extended 
until  May  14  their  bid  for  Cussons  Group 
Ltd.  It  was  disclosed  that  up  to  April  30 
they  had  received  acceptances  in  respect 
of  21  11  per  cent  of  the  Cussons  Ordinary 
shares  and  4894  per  cent  of  "A" 
Ordinary.  Cussons  have  advised  share- 
holders again  to  ignore  the  offer. 
Office  of  Health  Economics  have  moved 
their  editorial  and  policy  staff  to  130 
Regent  Street,  London  W1R  5FE.  The 
distribution  of  OHE  publications  and  all 
queries  in  connection  with  sales,  sub- 
scriptions or  complimentary  distribution 
lists  will  continue  to  be  handled  by  Mrs 
J.  Pennant  from  162  Regent  Street. 
A  new  warehouse  is  to  be  built  by  the 
Hillspan  Group  for  J.  M.  Loveridge  Ltd, 
Southampton.  Work  is  due  to  start  this 
month  and  the  contract  will  last  approxi- 
mately six  months.  The  new  building  will 
consist  of  a  twin  span  portal  frame 
structure  to  provide  storage  and  dispatch 
facilities.  The  contract,  valued  at  £43,500 
includes  the  demolition  of  two  existing 
buildings. 

Appointments 

J.  J.  Vickers  &  Sons  Ltd:  Mr  Roger 
Willetts  has  been  appointed  regional  rep- 
resentative for  South  West  England  and 
South  Wales. 

KabiVitrum  Ltd:  Mr  Peter  Harris  has 
been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a  new 
product  management  department.  Mr 
Harris  was  earlier  with  Servier 
Laboratories. 

Federated  Chemical  Holdings  Ltd  have 
appointed  Mr  Brian  lobling  to  the  board. 
Mr  lobling  is  a  director  of  the  subsidiary 
Kingsley  &  Keith,  being  responsible  for 
its  operations  in  Canada  and  the  US. 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd:  Mr  P.  J. 
Kieran,  MRCVS,  has  been  appointed  the 
company's  veterinary  adviser  to  the 
South-east  Asia  and  lapan  zone  and  will 
be  based  in   Singapore  from  luly. 

Servier  Laboratories  Ltd  have  appointed 
Dr  Michael  Cox  their  medical  adviser. 
Although  he  assumes  responsibility  for  the 
company's  medical  affairs  in  general,  Dr 
Cox  will  be  particularly  concerned  with 
an  extensive  clinical  research  programme. 
Jeyes  UK  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr  Clive 
Thompson  their  managing  director  with 
effect  from  May  26,  in  succession  to  Mr 
Peter  Hodgson.  Mr  Thompson,  now  32. 
took  an  honours  degree  in  chemistry. 
Before  joining  Jeyes  in  1972  he  held 
appointments  at  home  and  abroad  for 
Boots  Pure  Drug  Co  Ltd. 
Sangers  Ltd:  Dr  Clive  H.  McLintock. 
MInstM,  has  taken  up  a  new  appointment 
as  research  and  development  executive  at 
the  company.  Dr  McLintock  is  a  chemistry 
graduate  of  Liverpool  with  postgraduate 
research  experience  in  metal  oxidation 
kinetics.  He  joins  the  group  from  the 
City,  where  his  involvement  in  business 
research  management  introduced  him  five 
years  ago  to  the  pharmaceutical  whole- 
sale distribution  sector.  He  has  also  spent 
six  years  in  industrial  marketing,  including 
marketing  research  consultancy.  Aged 
thirty-six  he  is  married  to  a  pharmacist 
and  has  three  children. 
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Market 
News 


Menthol  continues  to  ease 

London,  May  7:  Menthol  prices  continued 
to  fall  during  the  week  with  Brazilian 
material  following  the  pattern  set  by 
China  in  the  past  few  weeks.  Elsewhere 
in  crude  drugs  white  squill,  styrax,  buchu, 
pepper  and  cinnamon  bark  were  slightly 
lower  in  price  while  turmeric  and  kola 
nuts  were  firmer. 

Among  essential  oils  the  few  changes 
which  occurred  were  mainly  in  a  down- 
ward direction.  These  included  Chinese 
cedarwood,  Ceylon  citronella,  clove  leaf 
and  Bourbon  geranium.  Against  the 
trend  lemongrass  and  camphor  white 
were  firmer  for  shipment. 

Pharmaceutical  chemical  prices  were 
mostly  repeated. 

Production  of  sulphuric  acid  by  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Sulphuric  Acid 
Association  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  was  847,446  metric  tons  calculated 
as  100  per  cent  H,SO,.  That  represented 
a  fall  of  10-6  per  cent  on  the  first  quarter 
of  1974.  Sales  were  also  down  to  914,341 
metric  tons — a  fall  of  12-6  per  cent. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £12.90  kg. 

Ammonium  bicarbonate:  £130.50  per  metric  ton. 
Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg   lots  £0.2059 
kg  for  powder. 

Atropine:  (per  kg  for  }-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £85.00 
methonitrate  £95.00;  methylbromide  £83.50;  sul- 
phate £66.50. 

Berizocaine:  50-kg  lots  of  BP  £3.53  kg. 

Benzoic  acid:  BP  in  500-kg  lots  £0.5352  kg  (50 

kg  kegs). 

Bromides:  Crystal  £  per  metric  ton 

Under  50-kg  50-kg  1000-kg 
Ammonium         930               811  756 
Potassium*         840                741  706 
Sodium              840               728  693 

*  Powder  plus  £36  kg 
Brucine:  Sulphate  £25.00  kg. 

Caffeine:  Anhydrous  £3.30  kg  in  100-kg  lots; 
citrate  £2.40  kg  (50-kg  lots). 

Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £70.00  per  1.000  kg. 
Calcium  sodium  lactate:  £0.819  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Cantharadin:  10-g  lots  £0.75  per  g. 
Carbon    tetrachloride:    Technical    in    4-ton  lots 
£185.60  metric  ton. 
Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £1.00  kg. 
Chloramphenicol  palmitate:  £40.00  per  kg. 
Chloroform:   BP  from   £285  metric  ton   in  280-kg 
drums   to   £310    in   35-kg   drums.    2-litre  bottles 
E1.50J  each;  anaesthetic  £0.50  per  500-mil  bottle. 
Citric  acid:  BP  granular  hydrous  per  metric  ton, 
single   deliveries,   from   £521    to  £619  according 
to  makers.  Anhydrous  from  £559  to  £655.  Five- 
ton    contracts   respectively   £518-£617   and  £566- 
£663. 

Cocaine:   Alkaloid   £350   kg,   hydrochloride  £319. 
Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Dextromethorohan:  Hydrobromide  £110  kg. 
Digoxin:  £2.85  per  g. 
Dlmidium  bromide:  5-g  lots  £3.20  g. 
Ephedrine:    Alkaloid    £18.70    kg    in    25-kg  lots; 
hydrochloride  £15.85;  sulphate  £17.40. 
Glucose:   (Per  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots)  mono- 
hydrate     £153;     anhydrous    £248.50;     liquid  43° 
Baume  £140  in  5-drum  lots;  naked  £114  (tanker 
14-tons) . 

Glycerin:  Nominally  £453  metric  ton,  naked 
delivered. 

Hydrogen  peroxide:  35  per  cent  £167  metric  ton. 
Hypophosphorous   acid:    (50-kg    lots)    Pure  50% 
£2.2694  kg;  BPC  1959,  30%  £1.6566. 
Iodine:  Resublimed  in  250-kg  lots  £4.01?  kg. 
Iscprenaline:    1-kg    lots,    hydrochloride  £36.00; 
sulphate  £30  00. 

Iron  phosphate:  50-kg  lots  £553.80  metric  ton. 
l.obeline:  Hydrochloride  £1.20  per  g. 
Magnesium   carbonate:   BP  per  1,000   kg;  heavy 
from  £384;  light  £275. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  £1.0054  kg  in 
50-kg  lots. 


Magnesuim  hydroxide:  (metric  ton)  BPC  light 
£800;  28%  paste  £340. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  1,000  kg  heavy  £1.186; 
light  £800 

Magnesium  peroxide:  50-kg  lots  23-25  per  cent 
£0.59  kg. 

Magnesium  sulphate:  (ex  works,  per  metric  ton). 
BP  from  £65.00  metric  ton;  commercial  £58.00- 
£72.00;  exsiccated  £196. 

Magnesium  irisilicate:  £495  metric  ton  in  2J-ton 
lots. 

Methadone   hydrochloride:  Subject  to   Misuse  of 

Drugs  Regulations.  £1.33  per  5  g. 

Oestradiol  benzoate:  £600-£750  per  kg. 

Paraffins:  Liquid  BP  heavy  £1.266  gal;  light  BPC 

£1.37  —  for  1   to  5  drum  lots;  technical  white 

oils  WA23,  £1.003;  WA21,  £1.058.  Petroleum  jelly 

BP  soft  white  £255.20  ton;  yellow  from  £190  to 

£240.60  nominal. 

PAS  sodium:  About  £3.00  kg. 

Pethidine  hydrochloride:  From  £13.30  to  £14.90 
kg  as  to  the  maker  and  quantity.  Subject  to 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 

Phenylephrine  hydrochloride:  From  £62.00  to 
£68.00  kg  as  to  quantity. 

Pholcodine:  1-kg  £240.90;  60-kg  £218.60  per  kg. 
Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Phosphoric  acid:  BP,  sg  1,750,  £0.2915  kg  in  10- 
arum  lots. 

Phthalylsulphathiazoie:  50-kg  lots  £1.60  kg. 
Pilocarpine:  1-kg  hydrochloride  £96;  nitrate  £88. 
Polymyxin  B  sulphate:  £62.50  per  100  mu. 
Potassium  acid  tartrate:  BPC  £1,250  metric  ton, 
delivered. 

Potassium  citrate:  Granular  from  £556  to  £804 
per  metric  ton,  single  delivery.  Premium  for 
powder  £11. 

Terpineol:  BPC  in  50-kg  lots  £0.74  kg. 


Crude  drugs 


Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  £18.00,  cif.  Copaiba:  BPC 
£1.85.  spot;  £1.75,  cif.  Peru:  £7.00  spot;  £5.80, 
cif.  Tolu:  £3.40  spot. 

Guchu:  Rounds  £2.80  kg  spot;  £2.50,  cif. 
Camphor:    Natural    powder,    £5.50    kg,    cif;  syn- 
tnetic  £0.70,  cif. 

Cherry  bark:  Spot  £530  metric  ton;  £525,  cif. 
Chillies:  ZanziDar  £630  ton  nominal  Uganda  £550. 
Cochineal:   Peruvian   silver-grey  £13.00   kg  spot; 
Tenerife  black  E20.00-E21 .50. 
Colocynth  pulp:  Spot,  £720  metric  ton. 
Dandelion:  Spot  £825  metric  ton  nominal. 
Ergot:   Portuguese-Spanish  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.40 
cif.  East  European  £1.60  spot. 
Gentian:  Root  £2.05  kg  spot;  £1.95  kg,  cif. 
Henbane:  Niger  £1.10  kg  spot;  £1  cif. 
Honey:   (per  ton  in  6-cwt  drums,  ex-warehouse) 
Australian  light  amber  £430,  medium  £410,  Cana- 
dian £590.  Mexican  £470. 
Hydrastis  £8.70  kg  spot. 

Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £350  spot;  £3.20 
cif.  Matto  Grosso  spot  nominal  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 
Colombian  £5.30;  £5.15  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  basis  15%  £1.55  kg  spot;  £1.40, 

cif;  whole  tubers  £1.70  spot. 

Kola  nuts:  £1.75  metric  ton,  £1.65,  cif. 

Lanolin:    1,000    kg    lots    BP   grades   from  £955; 

cosmetics  £1,025;  technical  £903. 

Lemon  peel:  £760,  metric  ton  spot;  £760. 

Liquorice   root:    Chinese   £260   metric   ton;  £250, 

cif    Russian   £255   spot;   £210,   cif.  (May-June). 

Block  juice  £1.50  kg.  Spray-dried  powder  £1.45 

kg  spot. 

Lobelia:    European    herb   £920   metric    ton  spot; 

£680,  cif;  American  coarse  powder,  £470. 

Lycopodium:  Indian  £4.05  kg;  £3.70,  cif. 

Mace:  Grenada  Mo.  1  £3,025  ton  fob. 

Menthol:    Brazilian    £10.00    kg    spot;    £9.00,  cif. 

Chinese  £11.20;  shipment  £9.75,  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black   £710   spot;  £670, 

cif;  white  £905  duty  paid;  £825,  cif. 

Seeds:   (metric  ton  cif).  Anise:  China  star  £360 

nominal.    Caraway:    Dutch    £365.    Celery:  Indian 

£410,    Chinese   £360.    Coriander:   Moroccan  £127, 

Chinese     £125.     Cumin:     Indian     £525,  Chinese 

£525.    Dill:    Indian    £190.    Fennel:    Indian  £445, 

Chinese  £350.   Fenugreek:  £130.   Mustard:  £320- 

£340  spot. 

Senega:  No  spot:  shipment  £13.00  kg,  cif. 
Senna:    Tinnevelly    pods    hand-picked    £0.50  kg; 
Alexandria  £0.95. 
Squill:  Italian  £1.70  gk. 

Styrax:  £2.50  kg  spot;  chipment  £2.45,  cif. 
Tonquin  beans:  £1.30  spot;  £1.25,  cif. 
Turmeric:   Madras   finger   £260  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  toot  £670  metric  ton,  spot. 
Waxes:  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam  £1,325  metric  ton, 
cif.    Candelilla,   £605   spot;    £590,   cif.  Carnauba, 
fatty  grey,  £1,250  spot;  £1,000,  cif,  prime  yellow 
£1,750;  £1,500,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £1.85  kg;  £1.80,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Camphor  white:  £1.20  kg  spot;  £0.80  cif. 
Cedarwood:  Chinese  £0.95  kg  spot,  £1.00,  cif. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  £1.35  kg  spot;  £1.12,  cif. 
Clove:  Madagascar  leaf  £1.90  kg  spot;  £1.70,  cif. 
Geranium:   (kg)   Bourbon  £20.00  spot. 
Lemongrass:  £3.20  kg,  spot;  £3.00,  cif. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis  Brazilian  £3.90  spot, 
£3.45,  cif.  Chinese  £4.50,  cif.  American  piperata 
from  £17.00. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
Include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press 
but  it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 
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Sterile  water  inquiry 

An  inquiry  is  to  be  arranged  into  all 
aspects  of  the  supply  of  sterile  water  to 
the  NHS  and  related  purchasing  matters, 
Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State,  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  announced  in  a  written 
Parliamentary  answer  last  week. 

Describing  the  present  situation  as 
"totally  unsatisfactory",  Dr  Owen  ex- 
plained that  the  way  the  NHS  was 
currently  organised  meant  purchasing 
decisions  were  taken  independently  by 
each  regional  health  authority.  There  were 
two  commercial  suppliers  of  sterile  water: 
one  a  UK  company  and  the  other  a  sub- 
sidiary of  an  American  company  which 
imported  all  its  sterile  water  but  hoped  to 
start  manufacturing  it  in  Britain  in  August. 
Various  health  authorities  had  manu- 
facturing capacity  for  sterile  water,  but 
the  total  capacity  was  insufficient  to  meet 
current  demands. 


Coming  events 


Sunday,  May  11 

Border  Region,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Keswick  Hotel,  Keswick.  Conference  on 
"Current  problems  in  pharmacy". 

Tuesday,  May  13 

Galen  Group  Pharmaceutical  Society 

Friend's  Meeting  House,  Park  Lane,  Croydon, 
at  8  pm.  Mr  R.  A.  Edwards  on  "Oil  painting 
for  beginners". 

Oxfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Oxford  Motel,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  May  14 

Crawley,  Horsham  and  Reigate  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  St  John's  Hall,  Horley, 
at  7.30  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Saturday,  May  17 

Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists,  Medical  teaching 
centre,  Mount  Vernon  Street,  Liverpool.  One-day 
conference  and  annual  meeting. 

Socialist  Medical  Association,  Vitello  D'oro 
restaurant,  London  SW1,  at  7  pm.  Annual  dinner 
with  guest  Dr  D.  Owen  MP  (Minister  of  State 
for  Health). 


BPC  Norwich  applications 

Early  applications  received  for  the 
Norwich  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference in  September  indicate  that 
members  are  misinterpreting  the  instruc- 
tions given  on  the  form.  The  organisers 
ask  applicants  when  completing  the  forms, 
to  pay  special  attention  to  the  two  centre 
columns  entitled  "full  Conference  mem- 
bers— day  ticket  holder"  and  "accompany- 
ing members",  and  in  particular  the 
left-hand  columns  for  functions  and 
excursions. 

All  members  are  asked  to  remember  to 
place  an  "X"  in  the  "full  Conference 
members — day  ticket  holders"  column  and 
an  appropriate  number  in  the  "accompany- 
ing members"  column  against  all  evening 
events  which  they  wish  to  attend  including 
those  not  charged. 
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priate headings. 


Display/Semi  Display  £3-00  per  single  column  centi- 
metre, min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £250  (254mm x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £150  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £80  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £0-60  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £3-00. 

Box  Numbers  £0-30  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 


Hospital  appointments 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AREA  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

Staff  Pharmacist 

(Quality  Control) 

Salary  Scale  £3,345  -  £4,377  plus  Threshold  Payments 


Applications  are  invited  for  the 
interesting  position  of  Staff 
Pharmacist  (Quality  Control)  which 
will  become  vacant  in  the  near 
future. 


The  Laboratory  in  which  the 
successful  applicant  will  be  working, 
initially  is  situated  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Department  at 
Northampton  General  Hospital. 
A  new  department  scheduled  for 
compietion  during  1976  will  include 
a  specially  designed  quality  control 
Laboratory. 

At  present  this  is  a  regional  post 
and  work  is  undertaken  for  the 
Hospital  Pharmacists  of  the  Oxford 
Regional  Health  Authority  but  it  is 
likely  that  in  the  course  of  time  the 
Laboratory  will  be  concerned 
entirely  with  work  for  the 


Northamptonshire  Area  Health 
Authority. 

Applicants  with  previous 
Laboratory  experience  or  who 
graduated  with  Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry  as  their  speciality  in  their 
final  year  of  study  will  be  preferred. 

Pharmacists  wishing  to  look  over 
the  Laboratory  or  discuss  the  post 
may  contact  either  the  Area 
Pharmaceutical  Officer, 
Tel:  0604  34833,  ext.  5059,  or 
Annette  Alison,  Staff  Pharmacist 
Quality  Control,  Tel:  0604  34700, 
ext.  31. 

Application  forms  and  job 
description  are  available  from  the 
Area  Personnel  Officer,  Floor  10, 
Northampton  House,  Northampton 
NN1  2HR.  Closing  date  for 
applications  is  1st  June. 


REDBRIDGE/WALTHAM 
FOREST  AREA  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY 
EAST  RODING  DISTRICT 

KING       GEORGE  HOSPITAL, 

Eastern  Avenue,  I  [ford .  Essex. 
BARKING  HOSPITAL,  Upney 
Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
PHARMACISTS  required,  full  or 
par-time,  for  duties  at  either  of 
the  above  hospitals.  Both  hos- 
pitals are  in  pleasant  outer 
London  Residential  Areas  and 
are  both  adjacent  to  Under- 
ground stations,  with  direct 
access  to  Central  London. 
Salary  scale  £2,325-£2,994  plus 
£312  p. a.  London  Weighting 
and  Threshold  Agreement  pay- 
ments. Enquiries  and  applica- 
tions to  the  District  Pharmaceu- 
tical Officer,  Barking  Hospital, 
Upney  Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
Telephone  01-594  3898. 


Shopfitting 


LEADING  MANUFACTURER  of  in- 
terior shopfittings  offers  special  low 
prices  to  retailers  prepared  to  act 
as  showshops.  The  shops  concerned 
must  be  within  50  miles  of  London 
or  Birmingham.  Interest  free  or  low 
deposit  HP  available  in  suitable 
cases  and  commission  payable  on 
orders  resulting  from  visits  to  your 
shop.  Full  details  from  SPAN  SHOP- 
FITTING  COMPANY,  32  Church 
Road,  London  SE19  2ET.  Tel.  01-653 
5859. 

WEST  COUNTRY  &  LONDON,  Shop- 
fronts  and  interiors  RAYMAN  ENT'S. 
"Higher  Claw",  Pennymore,  TIVER- 
TON. Tel:  Cheriton  Fitzpaine  317. 

SHOPFRONTS  and  interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING,  20  Rudd  Street, 
London  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854  0343. 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 
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Business  opportunities       For  Sale 


Wanted 


Are  your 
Manufacturin 


and/or 


Selling  Overheads 
Too  High? 


We  manufacture,  distribute  and  invoice  our  own 
products  throughout  the  UK.  We  export  some 
30  per  cent  of  our  output. 

We  hold  a  DHSS  Licence  for  the  manufacture  of 
medicines  and  we  produce  lotions,  emulsions 
and  creams  for  either  medicinal  or  toiletry 
products. 

What  we  do  for 
ourselves 

We  can  do  for  you 

By  using  one,  some  or  all  of  our  facilities  you 
should  be  able 

To  reduce  overheads 

Save  money 

(We  are  not  interested  in  a  warehousing  only 
operation) . 

It  will  cost  you  nothing  to  investigate  what  we 
have  to  offer. 

Write  to: 

Box  No.  2324 

We  are  only  20  miles  (32km.)  North  West  of 
Marble  Ach,  close  to  M1  and  only  18  miles 
(28km.)  from  London  Airport. 


FULLY  FASHIONED  BABY  PANTS 

Small,    medium,    large,  ex-large 
White  and  colours 

NYLON  BABY  PANTS 

Plastic  lined.  White  and  colours 

TIE  PANTS 

Also  Cotsheets,  Plastic  Bibs  in 
plain  and  nursery  print 

Made  in  England 

A.  &  H.  HEYMAN 
Horndale  Avenue,  Aycliffe 
Industrial  Estate,  Co.  Durham 

Telephone  Aycliffe  3307 


Agents 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co  Ltd,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


Urgently  required  clean  OVAL 
EMULSION  BOTTLES,  4oz.,  6oz., 
8oz.,  16oz.  Deliver  or  collect.  Any 
quantity.  Also  2lbs.  &  4lbs.  Kilner 
oars.  Please  contact  SILVERSON 
MACHINES  LIMITED,  Waterside, 
Chesham,  Bucks.  Telephone  Ches- 
ham  6331. 


SOLE  DISTRIBUTORS  of  fine  Luxury 
Toilet  Soaps,  Perfume  Atomisers, 
Hair  Accessories  and  other  High- 
Class  Chemists  Sundries,  require 
established  Agents  covering  Dept. 
Stores,  Chemists  (also  Ladies  Hair- 
dressers). Box  No.  2325. 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
Z6626.  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


Miscellaneous 


CONTRACEPTIVES 

USA  Black  Cats  (per  gross)  5.25 
USA  Tahiti  Colours  (per  gross)  5.50 
USA  Stimula  Ribbed  (per 

gross)  10.00 

Japanese  Seanes  (per  gross)  4.25 

German  High  (per  50  pkts)  5.70 

French  Ticklers  (per  50  pkts)  7.45 
German  Long  Love  (per  50 

pkts)  5.40 

Danish  Pussycats  (per  gross)  6.80 

Italian  Hatu  (per  gross)  7.75 
ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 

WARWIC^SH!RE  SUPPLIES  (DCD) 


INTERNATIONAL 

Dutch  "Fun"  (per  120)  8.50 
Swedish  Stork  (per  box)  6.40 
Swiss  Green  Band  (per  gross)  10.50 
Extension  Sheath  (each)  0.60 
Love-Variations  Kassette  1.80 
Plus  many  more  items,  including 
Lingerie,  Marital  Aids,  etc,  etc. 
For  our  comprehensive  brochure 
send  10p  to  cover  p  &  p. 
FREE  promotional  literature  avail- 
able with  all  orders. 

ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 
,  Commerce  House,  Wate'  Orton, 


Birmingham  B46  1RR 


LEICESTER 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
DISPLAYS 

A  magnificent  range  of  fast 
selling  fashion  jewellery  all 
beautifully  presented  on 
elegant  displays  complete 
with  back  up  packs.  Every 
line  clearly  marked  with 
suggested  retail  price.  For 
details  of  these  fabulous 
money  spinners  phone 
(0533)  26403  or  write  to 
STARGEMS,  52  MOUNT 
ROAD,  LEICESTER. 
Star  Gems  Sell  Nationwide 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


For  PRICE  TICKET  SYSTEMS  AND 
SIGNS  consult  Falconcraft  Limited, 
Hainault  Road,  Romford,  Essex. 
Telephone:  ROMFORD  24621. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1974/75 

16  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  Income  Tax,  Cor- 
poration Tax  and  ACT,  for 
60p. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co,  44a 
High  Street,  Croydon  CR9 
1UU.  01-686  9144. 


INFORMATION! 

Tablet  and  Capsule  Identification 
Guide. 

Manufacturers  and  Suppliers 

Index. 
Buyers  Guide. 
Wholesalers. 
Value  Added  Tax. 
Medicines  Acts  1968  and  1971. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  sec- 
tions included  in  CHEMIST  & 
DRUGGIST  DIRECTORY  1975, 
the  essential  reference  for  every 
pharmaceutical  retailer,  whole- 
saler and  manufacturer. 
Send  for  your  copy  today  to  : 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA. 
01-353  3212  (Mr  Hayes). 

Price  £8-50  inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£5-50  inc.  postage  and  handling. 
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How  to  handle  the 
customer  whose  life  lacks 

yodel -ayee- dee 


This  year,  a  lot  of  people  will  be 
coming  to  you,  asking  for  Pharmaton 
Capsules,  the  Swiss-formulated  multi- 
vitamin product  with  Ginseng.  They'll 
have  seen  them  powerfully  advertised. 
They'll  be  wanting  to  try  them. 

So  stock  up  now  with  Pharmaton 


Capsules,  from  Vestric.  Not  just  because 
your  customers  will  want  them.  Not  just 
because  of  the  attractive  profit  margins. 

But  perhaps  because  Pharmaton 
Capsules  offer  a  little  gesundhcit  —  and  that 
could  be  a  big  help  in  1975. 


Pharmaton  Capsules 

THE  PROFITABLE  MULTI-VITAMINS  FROM  SWITZERLAND 


For  further  information,  /'lease 
write  to:  T/ie  Pharmaton 
Information  Bureau,  Spinney 
Home,  Chmrh  Street,  Liverpool 
L13AU. 


Absolute 
Alcohol 

Synthetic  quality  available  to  British  and  all  well  known 

International  Specifications  and  Pharmacopoeias. 
A  Iso  meets  requirements  of  specifications  being  drawn 
up  for  FoodGrade  Ethanol  by  E.E.C. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


PORTIA  CHEMISTS'  SUNDRIES 

*.  PORTIA 

MANICURE 

REQUISITES 

Showstand  of 
six  items. 

Other  SOLPORT  products 
include: — 

Portia  Holdalls  &  Sponge  Bags. 
Watersprite  Face  Cloths. 
Portia  Eyeshields  &  Gogglets. 
Nerissa  Powder  Puffs. 
Loofah  Bath  Gloves. 
Easifix  Finger  Stalls. 
SOLPORT  BROS.  LTD. 
Goring-by-Sea.    Worthing  44861 


Obtainable  from 
your  usual 
wholesaler,  or 
Write  for  details  to: 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

APPLICATORS  ALSO  AVAILABLE 

AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 

ASHWOOD  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 


Plyla  House,  Leven  Road,  London  E14  OLW 


Tel:  01-987  6343/6461 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Establisheo  in  1850 

THE    MOST    COMPREHENSIVE    RANGE    OF    HERBAL  EXTRACTS. 
CULINARY     HERBS.     SPICES.     FOOD     FLAVOURS     AND  FOOD 
COLOURS. 

Specially  packed  with  the  retail  pharmacy  in  mind. 
Send  for  detailed  prize  list  or  telephone  SEDGLEY  2537. 

DORMSTON  TRADING  ESTATE, 
BURTON  ROAD,  DUDLEY,  WEST  MIDLANDS,  DY1BR. 


I 


ORALGER 


pellets  °  MOUTH  ULCERS 


THE  ONLY  PELLETS  WITH  COMBINED 
ANTIBACTERIAL  &■  ANTIFUNGAL  ACTION 
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A  spring  bonus 
worthpicking^ 


I'M 


1 


Spring  means  many  things  to  many  people- 
but  unhappily,  it  can  also  mean  the  usual 
crop  of  sore  throats.  And  'Tyrozets'  have 
proved  highly  effective  against  these  minor 
mouth  and  throat  irritations. 

But  hurry -to  take  full  advantage  of 
the  attractive  bonus  terms  now  offered 
for  Tyrozets:  You've  only  got  until  31st 
May  to  order  these  throat  lozenges  for 
maximum  return. 

A  PHARMACY  ONLY'  PRODUCT 

Each  Tyrozets'  Lozenge  contains  1  mg  tyrothricin 

and  5  mg  benzocaine  BP 

®  denotes  registered  trademark. 


lyrozets 


Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Limited, 
Hoddesdon,  Hertfordshire  EN11  9BU 
Telephone  Hoddesdon  67123 


75-3400 


